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Jim  Pryor  was  one  of  seven  club  members  who  attended  the  first  meeting  of  LSCC 
at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Bal  Harbour,  Florida  in  August  1974.  The  group  elected 
Kam  Ahwash  president  of  the  club  and  discussed  ways  of  exchanging  information 
on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  After  a  lengthy  discussion  it  was  decided  that  the  only 
way  to  effectively  distribute  information  on  a  national  level  would  be  to  create  a  news- 
letter that  would  be  published  on  a  regular  basis  and  sent  to  interested  collectors 
of  Seated  coinage.  It  was  recognized  that  the  creation  of  a  regular  publication  would 
be  a  difficult  and  demanding  job  but  the  original  group  of  seven  was  determined 
to  make  it  happen.  Kam  Ahwash  indicated  that  he  would  gather  information  for  the 
first  issue  of  the  new  publication.  Jim  Pryor  owned  a  printing  business  in  Mayfield, 
Kentucky  and  told  Kam  that  he  would  print  the  first  issue  at  his  firm  and  at  his  ex- 
pense in  order  to  help  LSCC  initiate  the  publication  of  its  newsletter.  Jim  took  the 
responsibility  for  the  design  and  layout  of  the  first  issue  and  established  a  format 
for  the  Journal  that  has  remained  virtually  unchanged  for  the  past  seventeen  years. 
The  club  owes  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  Jim  for  his  willingness  to  take  charge  at 
a  time  when  the  club  needed  his  expertise  in  launching  its  publication.  Jim  printed 
300  copies  of  Issue  #1  of  the  Journal  and  shipped  them  to  Kam  for  distribution  to 
the  individuals  who  had  expressed  an  interest  in  a  club  dedicated  to  the  study  and 
attribution  of  the  Liberty  Seated  coinage  of  the  19th  century. 

Jim  assumed  ownership  of  the  Mayfield  Printing  Company  in  1970  and  worked 
in  the  printing  business  for  the  next  twenty  years.  In  February  1989,  Jim  was  diag- 
nosed as  having  an  inoperable  brain  tumor  after  experiencing  some  numbness  in 
his  arms  and  legs.  He  fought  his  illness  with  courage  and  determination  but  his  con- 
dition continued  to  deteriorate  as  the  cancerous  tumor  grew.  Jim  died  on  April  11, 
1991  leaving  a  wife  and  five  daughters. 

Numismatically,  Jim  set  as  his  goal  to  "collect  all  half  dollars,  especially  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars,  in  mint  state  condition  or  as  close  to  it  as  you  can  get."  He  began 
collecting  Seated  half  dollars  at  the  Central  States  Convention  in  Peoria,  Illinois  in 
May  1973.  Over  the  next  three  years  he  assembled  over  80%  of  his  collection,  with 
most  of  these  pieces  being  purchased  from  major  auctions.  In  March  1984,  Jim  com- 
pleted his  date  set  of  Seated  halves  with  the  purchase  of  a  GEM  Uncirculated  1870-CC 
half  dollar,  a  coin  which  had  eluded  him  eleven  years  earlier  at  the  famous  Reed 
Hawn  sale.  In  1987,  Jim  sent  an  inventory  of  his  collection  to  Randy  Wiley  to  help 
with  some  "condition  census"  research  he  was  doing  at  the  time.  Randy  indicated 
to  me  that  he  was  amazed  at  the  scope  and  quality  of  the  collection  that  had  been 
listed  for  him.  Almost  90%  of  the  pieces  were  described  as  Uncirculated  with  many 
pieces  being  of  superior  quality.  The  remaining  coins  in  the  collection  were  listed 
as  AU,  with  many  of  these  described  in  the  auction  catalogues  from  which  they  came 
as  being  UNC  or  Choice  UNC.  Randy  feels  that  Jim's  collection  of  Liberty  Seated 
halves  is  the  finest  of  its  kind  ever  assembled  in  regard  to  quality  and  completeness. 
Jim's  friendship,  enthusiasm  and  devotion  to  the  hobby  will  be  greatly  missed  by 
all  those  who  had  the  opportunity  to  know  him. 
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A  More  Precise  Method  for  Attribution 
of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime  Varieties 

by 

Stephen  A.  Crain 

Several  years  ago  Doug  Winter  wrote  in  the  1984  reprint1  of  the  standard  refer- 
ence on  United  States  half  dimes2  that  Valentine's  original  opus  was  "...  a  weak  over- 
all effort."  As  a  relative  novice  to  the  science  of  variety  collecting  within  the  series 
at  that  time,  I  confess  to  having  been  mildly  offended  by  this  blatant  attack  upon  the 
work  which  had  provided  me  with  so  many  countless  hours  of  enjoyment.  It  was  not 
until  I  had  completely  devoured  the  information  contained  therein,  and  pored  over 
literally  thousands  of  half  dimes  searching  for  elusive  die  varieties,  that  I  came  to 
appreciate  Mr.  Winter's  sentiments. 

While  it  is  all  too  easy  to  criticize  the  efforts  of  established  authors,  perhaps  in 
this  case  the  criticism  is  justified.  Several  other  well  known  numismatic  references 
exist  that  present  a  significantly  more  detailed  and  comprehensive  study  of  their  re- 
spective series.  These  references  have  established  themselves  as  examples  by  which 
all  other  numismatic  works  might  be  compared. 

The  significance  and  merit  of  the  reference  work  on  United  States  large  cents, 
Penny  Whimsy  by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon3  is  legendary.  Similarly,  the  1970  update 
of  the  well  known  and  respected  Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  by  Al  C.  Overton4  is 
an  extremely  well  researched  volume.  It  contains  detailed  and  precise  descriptions 
of  all  known  Bust  half  dollar  varieties,  complete  with  quality  photographs  of  each. 
The  ardent  and  enduring  popularity  of  this  series  is  due,  in  great  part,  to  the  quality 
of  Mr.  Overton's  work.  Similar  comments  can  certainly  be  made  regarding  the  En- 
cyclopedia of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  1837-1891  by  Kamal  M.  Ahwash5 
and  the  scholarly  work  by  John  M.  Willem,  The  United  States  Trade  Dollar6.  Perhaps 
the  most  comprehensive  work  ever  published  on  any  United  States  coin  series,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  author,  is  the  superlative  reference  Early  United  States  Dimes 
1796-1837  by  David  Davis,  Russell  Logan,  et.  al.7.  This  reference  is  characterized 
by  (1)  precise  and  detailed  verbal  descriptions  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  for  each 
variety,  (2)  excellent  and  enlarged  photographs  of  both  obverse  and  reverse  of  each 
variety,  (3)  discussions  of  die  state  progression,  (4)  quick-finding  diagnostic  charts, 
and  (5)  rarity  information  for  each  variety.  The  inestimable  collective  knowledge  of 
the  authors,  combined  with  an  unmistakable  enthusiasm  for  the  subject,  provide  early 
dime  variety  collectors  with  a  reference  tool  unparalleled  in  the  available  literature 
on  the  half  dime  series. 

If  a  decidedly  comprehensive  update  of  the  half  dime  reference  is  ever  to  be- 
come a  reality,  it  must,  of  necessity,  represent  the  combined  efforts  of  many  nu- 
mismatic scholars  and  contributors,  and  it  should  borrow  from  the  very  best  ideas 
promulgated  in  other  noted  numismatic  works.  Perhaps  the  greatest  perceived  weak- 
ness in  the  Valentine  work  is  the  preponderance  of  vague  and  equivocal  verbal  de- 
scriptions of  the  die  varieties.  Such  dubious  representations  as  "rather  high",  "a  trifle 
more  extended",  "neither  low  nor  close",  "open,  not  high  date  with  slender  numer- 
als", and  "slight  flaws"  make  positive  attributions  an  impossibility.  Such  descriptions, 
while  colorful  and  even  quaint,  are  too  imprecise  for  exacting  attribution  work.  Am- 
biguous adjectives  such  as  small,  medium,  large,  thick,  thin,  close,  distant,  high, 
low,  and  adverbs  such  as  rather,  badly,  nearly,  and  slightly  further  confuse  the  reader! 
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The  oxymoron  "almost  identical"  is  perhaps  amusing,  but  contributes  to  making  the 
identification  and  acquisition  of  all  listed  varieties  a  virtual  impossibility. 

A  more  exacting  method  of  attribution  would  be  to  precisely  describe  the  relative 
position  of  one  device  in  relation  to  another,  ideally  using  either  simple  linear  mea- 
surements or  some  predefined  scale  to  pinpoint  the  positions.  Such  methods  have 
been  quite  successfully  applied  by  Jules  Reiver  in  his  excellent  Variety  Identification 
Manuals8  on  early  Federal  Coinage.  For  the  Liberty  Seated  series,  however,  the  en- 
tire seated  figure  of  Miss  Liberty,  complete  with  base,  shield,  pole,  cap,  and  all  other 
features,  was  part  of  a  master  hub  design  used  to  produce  all  working  dies.  There- 
fore, no  appreciable  or  discernible  differences  will  be  noted  within  the  figure  of  Miss 
Liberty  from  one  die  to  another,  or  from  one  year  to  another,  excepting  the  major 
design  changes.  Additionally,  beginning  with  the  introduction  of  the  "with  drapery" 
design  in  late  1840,  the  obverse  stars  also  become  part  of  the  master  hub.  Accord- 
ingly, since  all  devices  on  the  reverse  were  also  part  of  the  reverse  hub,  the  only 
devices  which  were  struck  into  the  working  dies  by  hand  and  therefore,  of  any  real 
value  in  attributing  different  die  varieties,  would  be  the  numerals  of  the  date. 

For  the  early  issues  each  of  the  four  numerals  in  the  date  was  individually 
punched  into  the  die  by  hand,  creating  minor  variations  in  the  relative  height  and 
spacing  of  the  numerals.  Later,  the  four  numerals  were  joined  together  into  a  four 
digit  gang  punch,  or  logo  type,  and  punched  into  the  die  in  one  motion.  Spacing 
and  relative  height  of  the  numerals  could  no  longer  be  used  as  an  attribution  diag- 
nostic. Only  the  left-right  positioning  of  the  date  remained  as  an  accurate  diagnostic 
tool. 


FIGURE  1 
Original  shield  position  method 
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A  method  of  precisely  locating  the  date  in  relation  to  the  shield  above  was  first 
suggested  by  John  McCloskey  in  an  article  on  Liberty  Seated  dimes  appearing  in 
the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  1976.  This  valuable  method  was  adopted  by  Kam  Ahwash 
in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  1837-1891  and  has  become 
widely  accepted  in  the  study  of  that  and  larger  denominations. 

Using  the  shield  position  method,  one  would  simply  sight  an  imaginery  line  con- 
necting the  left  foot  or  serif  of  the  first  numeral  in  the  date,  always  a  1,  with  the  out- 
side tip  of  the  flag  of  the  1  (see  Figure  1).  This  imaginary  line  is  extended  upward, 
perhaps  with  the  aid  of  a  straight  edge  device,  until  it  aligns  with  one  of  the  vertical 
lines  or  pales  in  the  shield.  The  pales  are  arranged  in  six  pairs  called  gules,  five  of 
which  are  below  the  banner.  These  lines  may  be  numbered  1  through  10,  from  left 
to  right  (see  Figure  2),  and  the  precise  alignment  of  the  imaginary  line  extended  up 
from  the  date  with  the  extreme  left  or  right  edge  of  one  of  the  numbered  pales  de- 
termines its  shield  position,  or  SP. 


(D  e)  ©  ©  ® 


FIGURE  2 
Numbering  of  shield  lines 
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It  should  be  noted  that  Kam  Ahwash  described  the  imaginary  line  connecting 
with  only  the  tip  of  the  flag  of  the  1,  but  the  intersection  with  only  one  point  in  space 
does  not  define  the  direction  or  alignment  of  a  line.  For  accuracy,  and  as  illlustrated 
by  Ahwash,  the  left  foot  of  the  1  is  also  used  to  define  the  line.  Collectors  should 
note  that  the  width  of  the  foot  of  the  numeral  1  was  extended  on  the  issues  of  1850, 
1850-0, 1854, 1854-0,  and  1855-0,  and  this  should  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
determining  the  sightline  for  these  dates  in  the  half  dime  series. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  while  the  shield  position  method  has  previously  been 
proposed  only  for  attribution  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  and  larger  denominations,  it 
is  directly  applicable  to  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  as  well.  Further,  the  "no  drap- 
ery" issues  of  1837-1840,  replete  with  tilted  shield,  may  also  be  attributed  in  this  man- 
ner, using  the  pale  whose  base  intersects,  albeit  at  an  angle,  with  the  imaginary  line. 

For  those  desiring  extreme  accuracy,  the  designation  'one-half  may  be  used  for 
shield  positions  falling  between  pales.  However,  it  is  deemed  impractical  to  incre- 
ment shield  positions  in  successively  smaller  fractions. 

As  proposed  by  Mr.  Ahwash,  it  is  necessary  to  precisely  extend  this  imaginary 
line  defined  by  only  two  points.  While  geometry  scholars  agree  that  a  locus  of  as 
few  as  two  points  will  precisely  define  a  line,  we  could  more  accurately  define  its 
direction,  if  we  were  able  to  determine  several  points  along  this  line.  The  two  points 
selected  by  Ahwash  can  often  be  difficult  to  pinpoint,  particularly  on  certain  circu- 
lated specimens.  If  your  determination  of  the  precise  tip  of  the  flag  of  the  1  varies, 
even  by  a  small  amount,  the  direction  of  the  imaginary  line  may  swing  several  de- 
grees in  either  direction  and  reduce  the  accuracy  of  the  attribution.  Also,  as  previ- 
ously noted,  the  base  of  the  1  was  extended  for  several  dates,  thus  projecting  the 
imaginary  line  in  a  different  direction  for  these  dates. 


FIGURE  3 

Alternate  shield  position  method 
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An  alternate  and  potentially  more  precise  method  would  be  to  sight  an  imaginary 
line  defined  by  the  right  hand  side  of  the  upright  of  the  1  (see  Figure  3).  This  is  in- 
variably easier  to  discern,  especially  on  well  worn  specimens,  and  the  repeatability 
among  different  attributors  has  been  shown  to  be  significantly  increased.  Geometry 
scholars  tell  us  that  this  now  defines  our  imaginary  line  by  a  locus  of  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  points.  For  simplicity,  and  to  distinguish  this  alternate  method  from  the  pre- 
vious shield  position  (SP)  method,  we  might  designate  such  an  attribution  as  SL, 
for  shield  line.  For  those  collectors  who  may  presently  be  using  the  shield  position 
method,  such  designation  may  help  to  alleviate  confusion.  The  alert  reader  will  note 
that  the  SL  designation  will  always  be  greater  than  the  SP  designation,  usually  by 
2.0  to  2.5,  as  the  breadth  of  the  numeral  1  is  equivalent  to  the  spacing  of  two  or  more 
pales. 

In  order  for  the  shield  line  technique  to  be  of  value  to  half  dime  variety  collectors, 
we  must  now  assemble  a  data  bank  of  known  shield  positions  for  each  of  the  Val- 
entine varieties.  Obviously,  as  Dr.  Valentine  did  not  concern  himself  with  this  infor- 
mation, no  such  data  has  ever  been  recorded.  But  we  may  decipher  that  information 
from  the  photographic  plates  in  the  Valentine  reference.  As  anyone  who  has  studied 
the  plates  in  the  Quarterman*  or  Durst  reprints  of  the  Valentine  work  can  attest,  this 
is  a  difficult,  almost  futile  task,  but  one  which  this  writer  has  nearly  completed.  I  have 
been  unsuccessful,  in  several  communications  with  fellow  half  dime  collectors,  in 
locating  the  original  Valentine  plates  for  study,  but  would  be  very  interested  in  ac- 
quiring them  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  absolutely  essential  that  the  shield  position  data  first  be  taken  from  Valentine's 
photographic  plates,  rather  than  from  subsequently  attributed  coins,  to  ensure  accu- 
racy. For  example,  let  us  assume  that  we  have  a  half  dime  variety  attributed  to  Val- 
entine using  the  verbal  descriptions  in  his  work.  Let  us  further  assume,  for  purpose 
of  discussion,  that  in  actual  fact,  the  specimen  has  been  incorrectly  attributed,  even 
though  it  bears  considerable  resemblance  to  the  Valentine  description.  If  we  were 
to  arbitrarily  assign  a  shield  position  number  to  this  variety,  based  upon  study  of  the 
coin  and  not  the  original  plate,  we  would  perpetuate  the  error,  forestall  the  potential 
discovery  of  a  new  variety,  and  lead  to  continued  confusion  among  attributors.  Thus, 
it  is  considered  imperative  to  assign  shield  line  (SL)  numbers  to  the  Valentine  plate 
coins  first,  and  then  to  study  and  compare  all  specimens  in  our  respective  collec- 
tions. In  this  manner,  perhaps  many  new  varieties  will  come  to  light.  We  might  even 
confirm  a  suspicion  of  mine,  that  some  of  the  Valentine  varieties  are  actually  later 
die  states  of  other  existing  varieties. 

As  an  example  of  the  value  of  such  a  study,  several  collectors  have  rumored  the 
existence  of  an  additional  variety  of  the  1848-0  date,  excluding  the  excessively  rare 
small  o,  beyond  the  two  varieties  described  by  Valentine.  But  this  author  has  never 
seen  conclusive  evidence  of  its  existence.  That  is,  until  the  discovery  of  three  dis- 
tinctly different  shield  line  varieties  (SL-7,  SL-8,  and  SL-10).  We  may  now  conclusively 
state  the  existence  of  at  least  three  varieties  of  the  1848-0.  Others  may  also  exist! 
Walter  Breen  reports  the  existence  of  three  varieties  of  the  medium  0  and  three  va- 
rieties of  the  large  O,  plus  the  small  o  variety.  How  many  variety  collectors  have  all 
of  them  in  their  collection,  or  have  been  able  to  attribute  them?  Using  the  SL 
method,  it  should  be  easier  to  locate  them. 
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It  is  a  monumental  and  tedious  task  to  decipher  the  shield  line  positions  of  all 
257  varieties  listed  by  Valentine  from  the  small  and  blurred  photographic  plates  in 
the  reprints.  This  task  would  be  greatly  facilitated  if  the  original  photographic  plates 
could  be  located,  and  if  other  interested  collectors  would  compile  their  own  lists  of 
SL  shield  line  positions  for  comparison.  A  consensus  of  opinion  on  shield  line  pos- 
itions would  be  of  far  greater  value  than  those  determined  by  only  one  collector.  I 
would  appreciate  hearing  from  any  interested  collector  on  this  project.  Meanwhile, 
I  shall  continue  to  compile  the  data  for  publication  in  a  subsequent  issue  of  the  Journal. 

The  shield  line  method  is  not  intended  to  be  complete  in  itself  for  the  attribution 
of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes.  When  used  in  conjunction  with  other  diagnostics  such 
as  the  relative  position  of  the  pendant  or  bulla,  the  relative  positions  of  numerals 
in  the  date  with  respect  to  the  denticles,  and  descriptions  of  repunching,  die  cracks 
or  breaks  and  other  descriptions,  the  task  of  attributing  a  specific  variety  should  be 
greatly  facilitated. 

I  would  like  to  appeal  to  all  other  half  dime  variety  collectors  to  begin  using  the 
SL  shield  line  position  method  when  referring  to  specific  varieties.  In  time,  if  such 
a  standard  is  adopted,  a  comprehensive  listing  of  all  known  varieties  can  be  estab- 
lished. Please  address  all  correspondence  to  Stephen  A.  Crain,  89  Varney  Mill  Road, 
Windham,  Maine  04062 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 

HALF  DIMES 

1838  AU-55.  blue  &  gold  toning,  tiny  hidden  scratch  $150 

1839  PCGS-55,  V-2  with  39  recut,  lightly  toned,  very  pretty   165 

1840-0     VG-10,  no  drapery,  large  0,  V-1,  a  few  small  marks    38 

1840-  0     XF-40,  with  drapery,  blue  and  gold  toning   350 

1841-  0     XF-40,  beautiful  golden  toning   95 

1842  AU-50,  attractive  golden  toning   85 

1842-  0     G-5,  a  very  decent  example   26 

1843  XF-40,  shattered  reverse,  V-4,  sharp  original   48 

1844-0     VG-10,  a  few  tiny  marks   100 

1845  F-15,  repunched  date,  V-5,  sharp  original   18 

1846  G-5,  a  few  light  marks,  nice  original    150 

1848-0     F-15,  old  album  toning,  stars  recut   32 

1850-  0     AU-50,  old  cleaning,  clashed  dies   210 

1851-  0     AU-55,  sharp  original,  peripheral  toning    235 

1851-0     NGC-58,  very  lustrous,  great  eye  appeal    295 

1852  AU-58,  very  lustrous,  sharp  strike   145 

1853  VF-25,  no  arrows,  lightly  toned  original   95 

1853  VF-30,  no  arrows,  light  gray  original  110 

1853-0     G-4,  no  arrows,  old  cleaning   135 

1853-0     G-6,  no  arrows,  nice  original   160 

1853-0     VF-20,  no  arrows,  many  small  scratches  275 

1854  AU-50,  date  overlaps  rock,  V-1,  clashed  dies   150 

1855-  0     VF-20,  obverse  die  crack,  V-1A,  old  cleaning   45 

1856-  0     XF-40,  moderately  toned   75 

1857-  0     AU-50,  original  light  gray,  clashed  dies  125 

1858       1858/1858,  VF-20,  double  date,  Breen  #3090,  light  scratches   125 

1858  1858/1858,  VF-35,  double  date,  Breen  #3090,  old  cleaning  & 

several  small  marks   145 

1859-0     XF-45,  lightly  toned   90 

1863       G-4,  nice  original   125 

1863       XF-40,  original  light  gray  365 

1864-S     XF-45,  cleaned  but  sharp   185 

1866-  S     XF-40,  mottled  gray  toning   115 

1867-  S      G-4,  nice  for  grade   14 

1869-S  XF-40,  blundered  die,  extra  metal  to  right  of  shield 

&  below  breast   75 

1871-  S      XF-45,  light  gray  70 

1872-  S     XF-40,  mintmark  below  wreath,  dark  gray  original   28 

1872-S      AU-50,  mintmark  below  wreath,  bright  65 

Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  lists.  Conservative  grading  and  accurate 
descriptions  are  guaranteed.  10-day  return  on  all  coins  in  original  holders.  Please  add  $2.00 
to  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling.  California  residents  must  add  7%  sales  tax.  Please  list 
alternate  selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff     •     LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776  •  Redwood  City,  CA  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064  (9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  all  week) 
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HALF  DIMES 

1839-0 

Reverse  of  1838-0,  R-7,  XF/AU, 

much  luster,  very  rare  $2500 

1840 

ND,  PCGS  AU-55,  proof  like  . 

135 

I  0  Ol.  u 

Choice  original  AU,  very  rare 

625 

1860 

Transitional,  Breen  #  3097,  PNG, 

certificate  as  MS-65  

7750 

1867 

PCGS,  PRF-62   

1000 

1868-S 

Choice  original  AU/BU 

370 

1873 

PCGS  PP.F-62,  PQ,  scarce . . . 

325 

niMPC 

1838-0 

NS,  Choice  AU++,  very  rare  $1575 

1841 

Slabbed  AU-58  

185 

1848 

PCGS,  AU-55,  scarce  

210 

1856-S 

VF+   

450 

1857-0 

ANACS  papers  as  AU-50,  nice 

.  185 

1858-S 

Fine  

185 

1858-S 

Nice  VF,  envelope  toning  . . . 

265 

1858-0 

NGC  MS-63,  proof  like 

1650 

1859-S 

Nice  Fine+  

175 

1860-O 

VG  

350 

1861-S 

VF  

175 

1862-S 

Fine  

115 

1862-8 

we 

-ten 
lull 

1863 

Choice  BU  

800 

1864 

ANACS,  PRF-63  

775 

1865 

Gem  BU   

1850 

1866 

Gem  VF+   

650 

1866 

Gem  toned  UNC  

1750 

1867 

PCGS  PRF-63,  PQ  

1450 

1870-S 

Choice  VF  

450 

1870-S 

AU,  light  marks,  

800 

1871-CC 

Fine,  light  marks,  rough  

450 

1872-CC 

G/VG,  rough,  light  damage  . . 

175 

1873-CC 

Arrows,  VG+   

800 

NGC  AU-58,  nice  

325 

1874-S 

XF+,  Micro  s,  reverse  mark  . 

170 

1878 

PCGS  MS-62,  PQ.scarce  .... 

325 

1885-S 

PCGS  AU-50,  extremely  rare  . 

3000 

1886-S 

XF  

135 

1886-S 

NiceAU   

270 

QUARTERS 

1841-0 

Doubled  Die  Obv.  Breen  #3946 

AU+   

$190 

1843-0 

Large  0,  Breen  #3953,  G/VG . 

75 

1843-0 

Large  0,  Breen#3953,  VF/XF. 

375 

1849-0 

Choice  XF/AU  

3250 

1854-0 

Huge  0,  Breen  #4002,  VF . . . 

375 

QUARTERS 

1871-S  VG   $215 

1871-S  Choice  VF   445 

1871-S  XF,  old  cleaning,  nice   625 

1878-S  F/VG    125 

1878-S  VF/XF,  dark   250 

1878-S  XF   325 

1878-S  Choice  AU,  really  nice   650 

1886  AU   750 

1886  Choice  BU,  dipped,  nice  ....  1150 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842  0  Small  Date,  Die  #1,  VG   $800 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Die  #1,  VF   1650 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Die  #1,  VF/XF  . .  2400 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Die  #1,  XF   3150 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Die  #2,  VQ   800 

1842-0  Samll  Date,  Die  #2,  VF   1650 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Die  #2,  VF/XF  . .  2400 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Die  #2,  XF   3150 

1844-0  Doubled  Date,  Choice  XF  . . .  2850 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  VG   245 

1846  0  Tall  Date,  Choice  XF   1000 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  Choice  AU,  cleaned .  1500 

1847  1847/6,VG,  ANACS  papers  . . .  .3250 

1855-S  Choice  VG   500 

1855-S  Choice  Fine   675 

1855-S  VF/XF,  two  old  scratches ....  825 

1873  NA  Open  3,  ANACS  papers,  Q  2250 

1873-CC  NA,  VF,  weak  E    345 

1873-CC  NA,  AU,  old  cleaning   2000 

1873-  CC  Arrows,  toned  Choice  UNC  . .  .3500 

1874-  CC  Good   185 

1874-CC  Proof  like  Gem  UNC,  ex-Bowers 

&  Merena  as  PL  MS-65  . . .  20,000 

1878-CC  G/VG   240 

1878-CC  Choice  VG   300 

1878-CC  AU,  old  cleaning    2200 

1878-S  Good/AG++,  rare   5750 

1878-S  PCGS  VF-30,  three  graded 

higher   15,000 

DOLLARS 

1855  Choice  VG/F,  rare   $925 

1862  AU,  toned,  expertly  repaired . .  500 

1873-CC  VG/F,  old  solder  spot  on  obverse, 

nice   2250 

1873-CC  VF,  light  marks   4750 

1873-CC  XF,  toned    8250 


LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  Box  187  •  Lima,  Ohio  45802 
Telephone  (419)  228-2285  days,  (419)  229-5609  nights 

WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED  -  OTHER  COINS  IN  STOCK 
14  Day  Return  Privilege   •   Approval  Service  With  References 
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Another  Look  at  the  1873  Quad-Stripes  Small  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

by 

Christopher  F.  Pilliod 

Several  articles  have  been  published  describing  the  1873  Liberty  Seated  half  dol- 
lar with  quad-stripes  and  small  arrows.  This  variety  is  considered  to  be  rare,  partic- 
ularly in  grades  of  XF  and  higher. 

Much  of  the  discussion  in  these  earlier  articles  has  focused  on  the  reason  for 
the  quad-stripes.  Some  initial  thoughts  suggested  that  a  different  hub  designed  with 
quad-stripes  was  used  on  this  die  only.  Later,  Harry  Boosel  wrote  that  upon  further 
examination  he  found  the  variety  to  be  the  result  of  a  doubled  die  and  described 
it  as  "not  a  shift  die,  since  only  a  small  area  is  involved,  but  rather  a  bounce  die.  " 

I  have  recently  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  a  nice  VF/XF  specimen  of  this 
variety  and  I  would  like  to  offer  my  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  doubling.  With  all 
due  respect  to  Mr.  Boosel,  I  would  have  to  disagree  with  a  few  of  the  points  that  he 
makes.  I  feel  that  as  far  as  doubled  dies  go,  this  variety  exhibits  very  strong  doubling 
and  that  a  relatively  large  part  of  the  obverse  is  affected.  Virtually  all  of  Liberty's  lower 


1873  Quad-Stripes  Small  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
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gown,  foot  and  shield,  as  well  as  the  1st,  2nd,  11th,  12th  and  13th  stars  show  die 
doubling.  There  is  also  die  doubling  on  the  fingers  of  Liberty's  left  hand.  These  ob- 
servations make  it  apparent  that  a  relatively  large  portion  of  the  obverse  is  affected 
by  the  die  doubling. 

For  classification  of  the  die  doubling,  I  will  use  the  CONECA  attribution  method 
since  I  am  not  sure  what  a  bounce  die  really  is.  Doubled  die  attribution  is  a  com- 
bination of  subjective  reasoning  and  scientific  deduction.  Generally  the  process  works 
very  well  but  there  is  always  a  degree  of  uncertainty  in  the  results  obtained.  I  feel 
that  the  1873  Quad-Stripes  obverse  is  either  a  Class  III  or  Class  V  doubled  die.  A 
Class  III  doubled  die  is  produced  by  using  two  working  hubs  of  different  designs. 
A  Class  V  doubled  die  results  from  using  two  working  hubs  of  similar  design  impressed 
in  a  misaligned  manner.  I  tend  to  feel  that  the  1873  Quad-Stripes  obverse  is  a  Class 
V  pivoted  hub  doubled  die.  More  specifically,  I  feel  that  the  second  impression  in 
the  die  was  misaligned  and  that  the  working  hub  was  pivoted  from  the  pressure  be- 
ing applied  to  the  die. 

A  study  of  the  characteristics  of  the  obverse  doubling  leads  to  some  interesting 
conclusions.  You  may  ask,  why  are  there  six  quad-stripes  in  the  shield  with  no  ap- 
parent effect  on  the  horizontal  stripes  in  the  shield.  The  answer  lies  in  the  location 
of  the  pivot  point.  On  this  particular  die  the  pivot  point  must  have  been  somewhere 
in  the  area  of  Liberty's  head.  I  would  estimate  it  to  be  on  the  rim  near  the  6th  star. 
At  the  pivot  point  little  or  no  doubling  can  be  seen.  As  you  travel  away  from  this  point 
the  doubling  becomes  progressively  stronger.  This  is  why  the  lower  part  of  the  gown 
shows  strong  doubling  but  the  upper  part  of  the  gown  shows  virtually  none.  This 
is  also  why  the  lower  stars  show  doubling  while  the  upper  ones  do  not. 

A  pivot  point  near  the  6th  star  also  explains  the  quad-striping  effect.  Since  the 
pivot  point  is  on  nearly  a  perfect  line  with  the  direction  of  the  vertical  lines  in  the  shield, 
the  pivoting  would  create  an  additional  line  in  the  shield.  If  my  theory  of  a  pivoted 
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hub  is  correct,  then  it  must  be  true  that  the  spacing  of  the  extra  stripe  must  become 
greater  at  distances  further  from  the  pivot  point.  Close  examination  of  the  doubling 
reveals  this  to  be  true  since  there  is  slightly  greater  spacing  at  the  bottom  of  the  shield 
than  at  the  top.  Since  the  horizontal  shield  lines  are  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  pivot 
motion  they  show  little  doubling.  There  is  however  minor  doubling  on  the  horizontal 
stripes  on  the  left  side  of  the  shield  above  the  letters  LIB. 

Doubled  dies  of  this  kind  are  not  all  that  common  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 
I  know  of  only  12  Liberty  Seated  doubled  dies  that  are  strong  enough  to  exhibit  the 
kind  of  doubling  evident  on  the  1873  half  dollar.  Only  three  of  these  actually  exhibit 
the  extra  striping  in  the  shield  as  evident  on  the  1873  half,  the  other  two  being  dies 
used  to  strike  1855  dimes  and  1856  small  date  dimes.  This  represents  25  PERCENT 
of  the  doubled  dies  observed,  a  percentage  much  higher  than  I  would  have  expected. 

Keep  a  close  eye  out  for  Liberty  Seated  coinage  with  doubled  shield  lines.  I  feel 
that  there  must  be  other  doubled  dies  out  there  that  are  yet  to  be  discovered. 


SEATED  DOLLARS 


1842  XF  $250 

1846  XF   250 

1846  AU   375 

1846  Ch.  AU-58    490 

1846-0  VG   150 

1846-0  VF   225 

1847  XF   250 

1847  XF+   290 

1847  AU   350 

1849  AU   450 

1859-S  XF,  ANACS-20/20,  clnd  350 

1859-S  Ch.  VF   395 

1860  XF   495 


1860-0    F  $95 

1860-0    AU   395 

1864  Ch.  Proof,  ANACS  PR-62  . .  .2500 

1865  XF   290 

1868      AU+,  NGC  AU-53   650 

1870       Ch.  XF   290 

1870  Proof,  PR-58    650 

1870-CC  G+   175 

1870-CC  XF   595 

1871  VG   75 

1871       VF   140 

1871       Ch.  XF   240 

1872-S    Ch.VF,  ANACS-30/30    495 


Bill  Coleman      LSCC  #828 
1325  Anchor  Lane,  Merritt  Island,  FL  32952 
Telephone  (407)  453-4332 

All  coins  kept  in  bank.  Please  send  $5  for  postage  and  insurance. 


13 


HALF  DIMES 

1840        No  drapery,  VF  $  18 

1844  AU   90 

1845  1845/1845,  VF   35 

1848  VF    25 

1849  1849/6,  VG   12 

1853        No  Arrows,  VG-F   40 

DIMES 

1841-  0      F-VF  $  18 

1842        XF-45   45 

1842-  0      F   17 

1845-0      VF-20   105 

1849-0      VG    10 

1849-  0     F,  Large  0   30 

1850-  0      VG   11 

1858-  0      AU-50   165 

1859-  0     AU-55,  Medium  0,  dipped,  one  minor  edge  nick   185 

1872  XF    19 

1873  Arrows,  VF   36 

1875-CC    VF,  wide  CC  mintmark  in  wreath   20 

1875-CC    XF,  mintmark  under  wreath   45 

1875-  S      XF,  mintmark  under  wreath,  weak  reverse   18 

1876-  CC    G/AG,  double  die    1 

1885  VF    8 

1886  VF    8 

1889-S      VF    29 

QUARTERS 

1838        No  drapery,  VF-XF,  two  minor  edge  nicks   $  95 

1850-0      VG    28 

1856-  S      F,  scratch  in  obverse  field   60 

1860-  0     AU50/55,  mark  by  foot  on  obverse   200 

1864        VG    60 

1869-S      VG   95 

HALVES 

1840       Medium  Letters  reverse,  VF-XF  $375 

1857-  S      G/VG    55 

1858-  S      VG    25 

1860-S      VG    23 

1863-S      VF    40 

1864        VF-XF   110 

1871-S      VF    40 

1873        No  Arrows,  VG   24 

1875-CC     VF-XF   90 

All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  as  described.  10-day  return  privilege. 

Personal  checks  must  clear.  Please  add  $2  postage  on  orders  under  $1 00. 

SOUTHEAST  NUMISMATIC  SERVICE  •  LSCC#680  . 

P.O.  Box  50607  •  Jacksonville  Beach,  Florida  32240 
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Observations  on  the  1888-S  Quarter 

by 

Bill  Cregan 


For  years  the  scarcity  of  the  1888-S  quarter  has  been  the  subject  of  lively  debate 
in  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  From  my  own  experience,  I  have  found  that  the 
1888-S  quarter  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  unique  dates  in  the  entire  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  series.  It  is  the  only  San  Francisco  mint  quarter  from  the  1880s  and 
it  was  released  into  a  thriving  economy  that  existed  on  the  West  Coast  of  the  United 
States  at  that  time.  As  a  result,  these  coins  were  heavily  used  and  wore  down  pre- 
maturely. This  could  mean  that  this  date  is  more  scarce  than  is  now  realized. 

It  is  illogical  to  compare  this  issue  with  quarters  in  the  series  with  much  lower 
mintages.  A  quarter  with  a  small  mintage  was  considered  a  curiosity  then,  as  it  would 
be  now,  and  many  were  saved  because  of  it.  The  1888-S  quarter  in  contrast,  was 
poured  into  circulation  to  meet  commercial  demand  and  was  not  preserved  as  a  low 
mintage  quarter  curio. 

I  have  been  taking  some  ribbing  from  dealers  and  fellow  collectors  about  my  rar- 
ity convictions  concerning  the  1888-S  quarter.  At  one  time  I  was  ready  to  recant  my 
statements  about  this  coin  and  stick  to  the  rarer,  more  expensive  dates.  But  why? 
From  my  own  personal  experience  at  coin  shows  and  coin  shops,  and  after  poring 
over  stacks  of  auction  catalogues,  I  have  come  to  believe  that  a  Fine  condition  1888-S 
quarter  is  as  difficult  to  find  as  many  of  the  so-called  rarer  and  more  expensive  dates 
in  the  series. 

But  if  you  don't  believe  me,  just  talk  to  dealers  or  collectors  who  have  specialized 
in  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  series.  Ask  them  about  this  coin,  especially  in  the  about 
uncirculated  and  uncirculated  grades.  I  predict  that  most  of  them  will  tell  you  that  this 
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date  is  very  scarce,  or  maybe  even  rare,  despite  the  statistical  fact  that  over  1.2  mil- 
lion coins  of  this  date  were  struck.  Statistics,  although  interesting  and  valuable  in 
our  total  understanding  of  rarity,  cannot  tell  the  whole  story  in  explaining  the  elusive- 
ness  of  the  1888-S  quarter  in  high  grade. 

Instead,  the  1888-S  quarter  deserves  a  different  analysis,  because  it  was  issued 
under  a  unique  set  of  circumstances  which  divorces  it  from  the  other  dates  in  the 
series.  I  believe  that  it  is  a  sort  of  Lone  Wolf  that  is  very  common  in  the  lower  cir- 
culated grades  of  AG  to  VG,  but  very  elusive  and  scarce  when  it  approaches  the 
about  uncirculated  state  of  preservation.  A  lot  of  mysterious  factors  need  to  be  ex- 
plained in  defining  the  rarity  of  the  1888-S  quarter,  and  I  have  only  unraveled  a  few 
of  them.  But  the  complexity  and  mystery  of  this  date  will  always  fascinate  me.  Be- 
cause of  this  it  remains  my  favorite  date  in  the  series,  even  after  all  of  these  years. 


Quality  Coins  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint 

QUARTERS 

1873-S  EF   

HALF  DOLLARS 

1856-S  EF-AU  

1858-  S  EF-AU,  Large  S  

1859-  S  Choice  AU,  Medium  S  

1865-  S  AU,  light  marks,  Small-Thin  s  

1866-  S  EF,  scratches,  No  Motto   

1867-  S  AU,  sharp  strike  

1868-  S  EF-AU  

1870-  S  EF-AU,  sharp  strike  

1871-  S  EF-AU,  Very  Small  s  

1872-  S  AU,  Medium  Small  S   

1872-S  EF-AU,  Medium  Small  S  

1872-S  AU,  Small  s  

1876-  S  EF,  Type  1  reverse,  Micro  s  

1877-  S  Choice  AU,  Type  1  reverse,  Micro  s 
1877-S  AU,  Type  2  reverse,  Very  Small  s . . 

All  prices  postpaid.  14-day  return  privilege. 

DAVID  W.  LANGE  •  LSCC#488 

P.O.  Box  190476  •  San  Francisco,  California  94119 
Telephone  (415)  872-0295  Evenings  and  Weekends  until  10  p.m.  PST 


$400 
185 
325 
250 
275 
235 

.  110 
135 
95 
325 
225 
325 
70 

.165 
140 
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Have  You  Ever  Seen  a  Prooflike  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar? 

by 

Weimar  White 


A  Carson  City  enthusiast  will  tell  you  that  Trade  Dollars  in  mint  state  are  consid- 
ered scarce  or  rare  depending  on  the  date.  He  would  be  quick  to  add  that  all 
prooflike  Carson  City  Trade  Dollars  are  extremely  rare  in  this  state  of  preservation 
and  that  few  collectors  have  ever  seen  one! 

In  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Kingswood  Galleries  auc- 
tion series  in  Oct.  1990,  the  writer  described  the  fascination  of  collecting  19th  cen- 
tury prooflike  coins.  This  work  reviewed  how  prooflike  coins  were  created  in  the  minting 
operation  and  how  the  depth  of  prooflikeness  is  measured.  It  also  described  the  avail- 
ability of  some  selected  dates  in  prooflike  condition.  Several  deep  mirror  gems  were 
showcased  which  illustrated  the  difference  between  coins  with  mostly  brilliant  reflec- 
tive surfaces  and  those  having  a  cameo  appearance. 

In  his  Encyclopedia,  Walter  Breen  listed  three  varieties  for  the  1876-CC  Trade  Dol- 
lar. Variety  5804  comes  with  a  Type  I  obverse  and  reverse  and  with  the  mintmark 
0.74  mm  tall.  Variety  5805  describes  a  Type  I  obverse  and  reverse  with  a  strongly 
doubled  reverse  die.  Variety  5806  has  a  Type  I  obverse  and  a  Type  II  reverse  with 
a  tall  CC  mintmark.  The  incredibly  beautiful  mint  state  prooflike  specimen  showcased 
in  this  article,  courtesy  of  David  Locker,  is  an  example  of  the  5806  variety  which  is 
almost  always  seen  in  lower  grades. 

Table  I  gives  the  reader  a  population  profile  on  Carson  City  Trade  Dollars  in  mint 
state.  The  totals  seen  for  the  two  certification  companies  agree  in  relative  terms  with 
the  15-year  survey  results  for  the  three  most  "common"  Carson  City  issues.  How- 
ever, very  few  1876-CC  Trade  Dollars  have  been  certified  in  mint  state  to  date.  One 
could  get  the  impression  from  this  table  that  the  1876-CC  is  rarer  than  the  1873-CC 
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or  the  1878-CC  in  mint  state.  Perhaps  with  time,  this  anomaly  will  correct  itself.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  writer  contends  that  a  prooflike  Trade  Dollar  is  a  very  special  coin  and 
that  the  1876-CC  specimen  pictured  in  this  article  is  the  nicest  one  that  he  has  ever 
seen. 


In  photographing  the  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar,  I  intentionally  tried  to  capture  the  de- 
tailed features  of  this  exceptional  prooflike  specimen.  To  do  this,  most  of  the  light 
is  reflected  away  from  the  lens  of  the  camera  which  helps  to  produce  the  dark  fields. 
However,  the  textured  devices  will  still  scatter  or  diffuse  the  available  light  which  pro- 
duces the  cameo  effect  as  strongly  evidenced  on  the  wheat,  bales  of  cotton  and  ocean 
waves.  In  using  this  technique,  imperfections  such  as  hairlines  or  contact  marks  on 
a  coin  are  most  visible,  since  they  also  tend  to  diffuse  the  light  and  appear  white. 

Another  photographic  technique  that  is  frequently  used  on  prooflike  coins  is  to 
direct  more  of  the  reflected  light  into  the  lens.  This  tends  to  mask  the  imperfections 
by  causing  the  fields  to  appear  whitish  or  bleached  out.  In  this  case  the  devices  will 
usually  appear  darker.  This  method  of  photographing  a  prooflike  coin  produces  an 
attractive  picture  but  one  cannot  get  an  accurate  profile  of  the  coin's  grade. 

The  author  believes  that  some  auction  companies  use  this  second  photographic 
technique  to  minimize  the  imperfections  in  the  picture  which  may  be  due  to  scratch- 
es in  the  slab  holders  and/or  the  coins  themselves.  However,  this  puts  the  mail  bid- 
der at  a  disadvantage  if  he  is  using  the  photos  as  a  guide  in  placing  a  bid. 


Diverse  Population  Surveys  for  Mint  State  Carson  City  Trade  Dollars 


Comments  on  Taking  Pictures  of  Prooflike  Coins 


Table  I 


Date 


PCGS 
to  7/1/90 


NGC 
to  V30/90 


PCGS & NGC 


Totals 
12 
34 
62 
4 
20 
18 


15-year 
Auction 
Survey  1 


R-ratings  2 


1873-  CC 

1874-  CC 

1875-  CC 

1876-  CC 

1877-  CC 

1878-  CC 


7 
26 
48 

2 
12 
13 


5 
8 
14 
2 
8 
5 


26 
80 
97 
45 
50 
21 


R-6 
R-4 
R-4 
R-5 
R-5 
R-6 


(1)  The  Gobrecht  Journal  Issue  #46,  page  23. 

(2)  Writer's  opinion  as  to  the  rarity  of  each  date. 
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Nice  Seated  Coins  from  Brian 

The  following  Liberty  Seated  coins  are  all  problem  free  and  attractive.  I  have 
other  coins  available,  especially  halves.  Please  call  or  write  for  list. 

DIMES 

1839-0    XF,  Large  0  $  85 

1839-0    XF/AU,  Large  0    105 

1841-  0    PCGS  AU-53,  Medium  0   265 

1846      VF   230 

1858-S    Fine   155 

1876-  CC  VF,  Double  die  obverse   105 

HALVES 

1840  XF+,  Reverse  of  1838,  Breen  plate  coin  $685 

1842-  0  VF,  Small  Date,  ex-1990  FUN  Auction  as  XF-45,  choice  2350 

1846  XF,  Tall  Date   95 

1846  XF+,  Medium  Date   95 

1849  XF,  minor  repunched  date   145 

1850  VF   365 

1852-0  AN  ACS  XF-40/40    365 

1857-S  XF,  Large  S,  rare   600 

1869-S  VF   50 

1870  VF   50 

1872-  S  VF,  Medium  Small  S   95 

1873  No  Arrows,  VF+,  Closed  3   70 

1873-  S  AU   650 

1874  VF,  Small  Arrows,  rare    120 

1874-  S  VF   155 

1875-  S  About  XF,  Small  s,  tough   80 

1877-  CC  VF   58 

1878  XF   90 

1882  VG   230 

1891  AU+   285 


14-day  return  if  not  completely  satisfied.  Please  add  $2.00  postage  on  all 
orders.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Other  coins  available,  write  for  list. 

BRIAN  GREER    •    LSCC  #716 

P.O.  Box  1781  •  Broomfield,  Colorado  80038 
  Telephone  (303)  466-2640 
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HALF  DIMES 

1846       VF  $390 

1848       MS-63,  Large  Date   900 

1849-0     AU-50    600 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1844-0      XF  $65 

1853       XF,  Arrows  &  Rays   75 

1854-  0     UNC   500 

1855-  0     AU   125 

1856-  0     XF   60 

1856-S     VG,  marks   40 

1859-0     XF   60 

1870-CC  G/VG,  light  scratches,  clnd.  . .  485 

DOLLARS 

1840        F  $200 

1840       XF,  minor  rim  bump    395 

1840        XF/AU   475 

1842  XF   250 

1843  XF,  rim  bump   145 

1843        XF,  nice  original   260 

1843  XF   190 

1844  XF,  original   400 

1844        XF-45,  original   650 

1844        UNC  1200 


DOLLARS 

1845  XF,  original   $400 

1845  AU   540 

1846  VF   150 

1846-0  XF,  rev.  rim  bump   320 

1846-0  UNC,  tooled   980 

1847  XF/AU,  dark   350 

1848  VF  +  ,   425 

1849  XF/AU   420 

1849  XF   280 

1850-O  AG   90 

1850-O  G/VG.  scratches   80 

1850-O  F,  small  test  mark   295 

1856  AU,  luster,  weak  strike   700 

1858  Proof-55    6200 

1859  XF,  nice  luster   610 

1860-O  VF,  original   140 

1860-O  XF   175 

1860-O  AU   340 

1864  VF,  obverse  mark   200 

1868  AU+,  original   600 

1870  G,  counterstamp  AUG  19  MLG  .  50 

1870  PLXF+   300 

1870-  CC  XF+    850 

1871  XF+,  luster   225 

1871-  CC  F   2600 

1872  XF,  nice   175 

1873  XF+    335 


Terms 

All  coins  shipped  as  soon  as  possible. 
Full  10  day  return  privilege 


Hours:  8  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

Thank  you  for  your  previous  orders. 


MCI 


MILL  COIN  INVESTMENTS 

P.O.  Box  847 
Hastings,  Florida  32145 
Telephone  (904)  692-1 846 
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The  1865  Half  Dime 
Doubled  Die  Obverse  and  Reverse 

by 

Al  Blythe 

Opportunities  still  exist  to  make  new  discoveries  on  coins  that  are  more  than  a 
century  and  a  quarter  old.  Such  was  the  case  following  my  recent  purchase  of  an 
1865  business  strike  half  dime  in  near  mint  condition.  My  curiosity  about  the  die  char- 
acteristics of  this  coin  led  me  to  compare  it  to  a  proof  example  of  the  same  date  that 
I  already  owned.  This  article  contains  the  results  of  the  research  work  that  I  have 
done  on  my  proof  and  business  strike  examples  of  the  1865  V-1  half  dime. 

In  his  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Coins,  Walter  Breen 
states  that  there  were  two  pairs  of  dies  made  for  business  strike  1865  half  dimes 
and  asks  whether  just  one  pair  of  dies  was  used.  He  also  states  that  there  were  two 
obverses  for  proofs  of  this  year.  It  should  be  stated  that  this  article  addresses  only 
those  aspects  associated  with  a  single  die  pair  and  not  whether  there  were  one  or 
two  die  pairs  used  to  make  business  strikes. 

First,  it  is  necessary  to  demonstrate  that  the  two  pieces  under  study  actually  are 
a  business  strike  and  a  proof  and  not  two  proofs  or  two  business  strikes.  The  proof 
specimen  has  squared  off  edges  and  reeding,  sharper  detail  and  mirror  surfaces. 
The  business  strike  displays  sharp  detail  as  a  resuslt  of  the  low  mintage,  but  it  does 
not  have  the  squared  off  ed  les  and  reeding  or  the  proof  surfaces.  Additionally,  the 
business  strike  has  die  clas-.es  on  the  reverse  that  are  not  present  on  the  proof.  A 
careful  examination  of  my  two  1865  half  dimes,  an  AU-55  and  a  PF-60  + ,  yield  the 
following  information  when  studied  under  a  30x  stereo  microscope. 

1.  The  business  strike  and  the  proof  specimen  came  from  the  same 
pair  of  dies.  This  apparently  was  not  an  uncommon  practice  in  the 
1860's.  The  die  characteristics  are  exactly  the  same  for  the  two  coins. 

Obverse 

a.  Both  coins  have  a  die  gouge  running  off  the  top  of  the  left  side 
of  the  first  T  in  STATES  to  the  rim. 

b.  Both  coins  have  a  die  gouge  in  a  denticle  to  the  right  of  the  5 
in  the  date. 

c.  Both  coins  have  a  die  gouge  in  a  denticle  below  the  left  end  of 
the  base  of  the  1  in  the  date. 

d.  Both  coins  have  identical  minor  doubling  throughout  the  obverse 
legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  especially  the  doubled 
upper  left  serif  of  the  I  in  AMERICA. 

e.  Both  coins  have  a  partially  filled  865  in  the  date  and  the  lump 
on  the  upper  right  side  of  the  8  described  in  Breen's  book. 


21 


1865  Business  Strike  Half  Dime  with  Die  Gouge  at  Denticle  below  5 

22 


1865  Business  Strike  Half  Dime  with  Die  Gouge  at  Denticle  below  1 


Reverse 

a.  Both  coins  have  a  doubled  die  reverse  with  the  most  apparent  dou- 
bling seen  on  the  HA  in  HALF  and  the  Dl  in  DIME  and  on  the 
leaf  points. 


b.  Both  coins  have  a  die  gouge  through  the  center  of  the  leaf  on  the 
left  side  at  K-9  and  a  spike  at  the  top  of  that  leaf. 


1865  Proof  Half  Dime  with  Doubling  on  HA  in  HALF  and  Dl  in  DIME 
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1865  Proof  Half  Dime  with  Die  Gouge  through  Leaf  and  Spike  over  Leaf 


2.  My  business  strike  specimen  has  a  recut  1  in  the  date,  the  same 
as  my  proof  specimen.  In  his  book,  Breen  describes  #3113  as  1865 
double  base  to  the  1,  for  proofs  only.  Based  on  the  identical  diag- 
nostics of  the  two  coins  in  this  study,  it  becomes  apparent  that  the 
1865  double  base  to  the  1  also  applies  to  the  business  strike. 

3.  My  business  strike  example  additionally  has  a  rotated  reverse  of 
about  45  degrees  clockwise.  I  have  only  seen  one  reference  to  re- 
verse rotation  of  this  date  in  the  numismatic  literature.  This  refer- 
ence is  from  a  Bowers  &  Merena  auction  catalogue  of  the  Levine 
Collection  on  April  10-11, 1986  where  Lots  2286,  2287  and  2288  are 
described  as  having  a  slightly  rotated  reverse.  I  consider  the  45  de- 
gree rotation  on  my  coin  to  be  significant. 

I  feel  that  this  article  has  provided  important  new  information  on  a  tough  date 
half  dime  with  a  mintage  of  only  13, 000  business  strikes  and  500  proofs.  One  doesn't 
get  the  chance  to  examine  high  grade  examples  of  this  date  too  often.  I  would  like 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Bill  Fivaz  for  his  observations  on  these  coins  and 

for  his  superb  photographs. 

Comments  regarding  the  information  in  this  article  are  welcome.  Please  call 
(619)872-2730  or  write  to  Al  Blythe,  P.O.  Box  340,  Big  Pine,  California  93513. 
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1865  Business  Strike  Half  Dime 


1865  Proof  Half  Dime 


HALF  DIMES  QUARTERS 

1853-0    G+,  Arrows   $6.50        1838      F   $24.00 

1855      G,  Arrows   4.50        1853      G+,  Arrows  &  Rays  ....  8.50 

1853      VF/XF,  Arrows  &  Rays  . .  89.00 
DIMES  1873-S    VG/G   24.00 

1850      VG   $8.00 

1889      VG+    4.25 

1889-S    VG,  large  S   10.50 

ANA  Grading  standards.  15-day  return  privilege  on  coins  in  original  holders.  Add 
$2.00  for  shipping  and  insurance  on  orders  under  $50.  Thank  you. 

RICHARD  TIFFANY  •  LSCC  #1347 

Route  1  Box  30B  •  Pettigrew,  Arkansas  72752 
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DIMES 

1839  AU  with  rim  nicks  $10 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S      VF   $85 

QUARTERS 

1842-  0     Small  Date,  F-15  $750 

1843-  0     EF-45,  old  cleaning,  subtle  reverse  rim  bump  110 

1847-0      F   60 

1849-0     VG,  strong  detail  and  problem  free   490 

1853-0      F   25 

1853-  0      VF    55 

1854-  0     F,  hardly  rare  but  very  nice   19 

1855-  0     VF,  ex-Stack's  6/89,  Lot  #1501  175 

1857-  0      EF,  boldly  Struck   55 

1858-  0     Choice  EF  150 

1859-  0      G    14 

1859-0      EF   100 

1862       PCGS  PR-61,  ex-Boy's  Town,  Superior  Sale   550 

1871        PROOF,  pretty  toning   350 

1874-  S      EF,  ancient  light  cleaning,  attractive    140 

1875-  CC     F   145 

1876-  CC    VF,  fine  reeding,  small  mintmark   40 

1878-CC    Choice  EF,  much  frosty  luster  remains   110 

1881        PROOF,  obverse  slightly  subdued   425 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1847-0      Choice  AU,  fascinating  die  breaks,  bottom  of  7  re-engraved  $225 

1858-  0      VF-30,  problem  free   35 

1873        Arrows,  Choice  AU,  lustrous  &  sharp   425 

1875-CC    Choice  AU,  beautiful  deep  iridescent  toning   310 

1883        AU-58,  a  real  business  strike,  dazzling   600 

1887  MS-60,  from  last  year's  Central  States  auction, 

very  attractive  for  the  grade    1000 

1887  PCGS-62,  blazing  luster   1200 

1888  PCGS-62,  a  tiny  field  tick  keeps  this  coin  from  a  higher  grade   1000 

DOLLARS 

1840  VF-35,  original  toning   $340 

1841  VF,  nice  original  toning   175 

1859-  0      PCGS-60,  nice  surfaces   1000 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874-S      PCGS-60,  very  clean  for  this  grade   $450 


Please  add  $2  postage  on  orders  under  $100.  Two  week  return  privilege. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Minnesota  residents,  please  add  sales  tax. 

NEIL  CLASEN  •  LSCC#  607 

P.O.  Box  413  •  Anoka,  Minnesota  55303 
Telephone  (612)421-4555 
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A  Very  Rare  Mint  State  1877-CC  Type  I  Half  Dollar 

by 

Weimar  White 


Collectors  of  Liberty  Seated  coins  can  often  acquire  rare  specimens  at  bargain 
prices  if  they  will  take  the  time  to  find  out  which  varieties  are  rare.  I  have  found  that 
some  auction  companies  in  today's  fast  moving  market  apparently  do  not  take  the 
time  to  fully  identify  some  of  the  Liberty  Seated  coins  that  they  sell.  This  revelation 
was  particularly  evident  in  my  survey  of  the  two  major  1875-CC  dime  varieties  pub- 
lished in  Issue  #46  of  the  Journal.  I  found  that  19.6%  of  all  the  dimes  counted  in  this 
survey  had  no  description  in  the  catalogs  as  to  whether  the  mintmark  was  above 
or  below  the  bow!  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  an  incredible  oversight  on  the  part  of  the 
auction  companies  and  a  significant  disadvantage  to  the  consignor,  especially  since 
the  below  the  bow  specimens  are  generally  more  highly  valued. 

The  magnificent  1877-CC  half  dollar  with  the  Type  I  reverse  pictured  in  this  ar- 
ticle is  another  example  of  a  coin  which  appeared  with  an  incomplete  catalog  de- 
scription. Suffice  it  to  say,  no  mention  was  made  as  to  whether  the  coin  had  a  Type 
I  or  a  Type  II  reverse.  This  is  surprising  since  the  differences  in  the  reverses  can  be 
seen  at  a  glance  with  the  naked  eye. 

The  older  Type  I  hub  in  use  from  1866  to  1877  had  a  split  berry  over  the  H  in 
HALF  whereas  the  newer  Type  II  hub,  in  use  from  1876  to  1891,  has  a  pointed  berry 
in  the  same  location.  Other  more  subtle  differences  are  also  apparent. 

The  1877-CC  half  dollar  which  was  obtained  at  a  very  reasonable  price,  deserved 
the  following  description:  A  Choice  brilliant  uncirculated  prooflike  1877-CC  half  dol- 
lar classified  in  Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
as  #5017:  Type  I  reverse.  Smallest  CC.  Very  rare.  This  specimen  has  a  needle  sharp 
strike  with  full  hair  and  star  details.  A  real  find  for  the  Carson  City  specialist  and  worthy 
of  a  strong  bid. 
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Walter  Breen's  statements  about  the  rarity  of  the  Type  I  reverse  for  this  date  were 
reinforced  when  the  new  owner  studied  the  photographs  of  twenty-four  1877-CC  mint 
state  half  dollars  pictured  throughout  a  stack  of  auction  catalogs.  Only  4  out  of  the 
24  examples  shown  had  the  Type  I  reverse.  Thus,  this  limited  survey  showed  the 
Type  I  reverse  to  be  five  times  rarer  than  the  Type  II  reverse  for  this  date.  Several 
of  the  24  reverses  studied  displayed  minor  CC  size  and  placement  variations  but 
the  halftone  quality  of  most  of  the  pictures  kept  the  researcher  from  positive  iden- 
tification of  many  of  the  varieties. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  Walter  Breen  describes  six  varieties  for  the  1877-CC 
half  dollar  in  his  encyclopedia  and  they  should  be  studied  by  the  Carson  City  coin 
enthusiast.  Be  prepared,  other  opportunities  to  purchase  rare  varieties  of  the  1877-CC 
half  dollar  will  probably  occur  in  the  future. 


HALF  DIMES 

1844  1844/184/18,  Incredible  toning,  VF+   $  40 

1848  1848/8/7/6,  AU+,  slight  granulation   295 

1860  1860/1860,  Choice  AU   95 

1861  1861/0/1,  XF,  cleaned    120 

1861  1861/0,  VF   75 

1865-S  AU,  recut  date,  very  sharp   270 

DIMES 

1837  F++,  pie  shaped  obverse  die  crack,  original   $140 

1843  XF,  original  gray,  tiny  field  mark   35 

1843  1843/1843,  F,  gray   25 

1843  1843/1843,  VF+,  gray   70 

1845  1845/1845,  F,  gray   55 

1845  1845/1845,  XF+,  gray,  rim  bump   185 

1849  1849/8,  Choice  XF,  tiny  field  scratch   320 

1851-0  AU,  gold  toning   350 

1852  XF+,  blue  gray,  tiny  rim  cut    40 

1853  XF,  WA,  choice,  some  luster    55 

1861  XF+,  Type  II,  gray  brown   35 

1864-S  VF,  original   70 

1875-  S  VF,  Micro  s,  light  gray   25 

1876  VF,  Type  2,  light  gray   28 

1876  AU+,  Type  2,  Obverse  cud  from  9:00  to  1:00  plus  die  chips 

&  die  crack,  reverse  die  shattered   170 

1876-  S  F,  counterstamped  I.P.A   30 

1886  XF,  original,  some  luster    20 

1889-  S  XF,  original,  some  reverse  rim  filing,  still  nice   30 

1890-  S  AU,  Large  S,  cleaned    90 

1891  XF+,  old  cleaning,  some  luster   20 

1891-  0  Choice  AU,  recut  9  with  spike  out  of  curl  of  9   65 


14-day  return  privilege,  satisfaction  guaranteed.  Please  add  $3  postage  and  handling 
on  all  orders.  Many  dimes  and  other  varieties  in  stock. 
Wants  Lists  Solicited. 

TERRY  SEARCY  •  LSCC#766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361  day  or  night 
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The  United  States  Twenty  Cent  Piece 

by 

John  M.  Heninger 


United  States  twenty  cent  pieces  were  minted  for  general  circulation  in  1875  at 
the  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  mints.  In  1876  coins  of  this  denom- 
ination were  minted  and  released  for  circulation  only  in  Philadelphia.  There  were 
10,000  pieces  minted  in  this  year  in  Carson  City  but  most  of  these  were  melted.  The 
only  1876-CC  coins  that  got  out  were  a  few  specimen  strikes  and  some  given  to  vis- 
itors of  the  mint.  In  1877  and  1878  only  a  few  proof  examples  were  minted  in  Phil- 
adelphia. 

This  denomination  has  a  Liberty  Seated  obverse  of  the  general  type  designed 
by  Christian  Gobrecht  but  the  lettering  in  LIBERTY  on  the  shield  is  raised  instead 
of  incused  as  on  the  other  denominations.  The  reverse  has  an  eagle  similar  to  the 
Trade  Dollar  with  the  eagle  looking  in  the  opposite  direction  from  the  other  Seated 
denominations.  The  lettering  TWENTY  CENTS  appears  below  the  central  device 
on  the  reverse. 

The  overall  design  of  this  denomination  is  very  similar  to  other  silver  coins  of  this 
period  but  the  twenty  cent  piece  has  a  plain  edge.  Mintages  were  never  large  with 
only  the  1875-S  having  a  mintage  over  one  million  pieces.  Most  of  the  other  dates 
had  relatively  small  mintages  so  that  few  varieties  exist  in  the  series.  For  those  va- 
rieties that  do  exist  only  minor  differences  in  the  dies  have  been  detected.  One  vari- 
ety shows  a  difference  in  the  placement  of  the  leaves  over  the  NT  in  CENTS  on  the 
reverse.  Another  variety  for  the  1875-S  date  is  known  as  the  $  variety.  For  this  variety 
extra  serifs  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  S  mintmark  simulate  ends  of  the  vertical 
lines  in  $. 

The  twenty  cent  piece  was  not  popular  as  it  was  similar  in  size  and  design  to 
the  Liberty  Seated  quarter.  Even  though  the  twenty  cent  denomination  is  more  in 
line  with  the  decimal  system,  the  quarter  seemed  to  be  more  popular.  This  is  pos- 
sibly due  to  the  fact  that  early  U.S.  citizens  started  out  using  the  silver  Mexican  8 
reales  coins  and  their  fractional  parts  of  one,  two  and  four  reales.  It  should  be  pointed 
out  that  Canada  first  used  the  twenty  cent  denomination  in  1858  when  there  was 
no  quarter  in  that  country.  But  the  twenty  cent  denomination  was  discontinued  and 
the  quarter  introduced  in  Canada  in  1870. 
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The  U.S.  twenty  cent  piece  was  designed  by  William  Barber  and  had  a  diameter  of 
22  mm  with  a  weight  of  5  grams.  The  quarter  of  this  era  had  a  diameter  of  24.3  mm 
and  a  weight  of  6.25  grams.  This  is  a  size  difference  of  only  about  10  %.  A  size  dif- 
ference of  something  nearer  to  30  %  is  usually  needed  to  easily  distinguish  two  de- 
nominations. 

There  were  other  times  when  the  twenty  cent  denomination  was  considered  but 
not  struck  for  circulation.  Several  interesting  patterns  exist  for  various  years  and  most 
did  not  have  the  standard  design.  Most  of  these  patterns  had  an  obverse  with  Lib- 
erty seated  next  to  a  globe.The  reverses  consisted  of  three  main  types,  those  of  the 
standard  design,  those  with  the  value  on  a  shield  and  those  with  the  value  as  the 
main  device.  At  least  one  variety  had  the  value  given  as  1/5  of  a  dollar.  All  of  these 
patterns  other  than  the  final  design  could  have  been  easily  distinguished  from  the 
Seated  quarter  then  in  production. 

Mintages  for  the  twenty  cent  denomination  were  much  smaller  than  for  quarters 
and  dimes  of  this  period.  The  highest  mintage  was  1,155,000  for  the  1875-S  date. 
The  1875-CC  had  a  mintage  of  133,290  while  the  mintage  for  the  1875  Philadelphia 
coins  was  only  39,700.  This  denomination  is  usually  collected  only  by  type  and  the 
prices  listed  for  the  four  collectible  and  affordable  dates  are  not  nearly  as  different 
as  their  mintages  might  suggest.  Total  overall  mintage  for  the  entire  series  was  just 
1,355,000  pieces.  This  figure  is  less  than  the  mintage  for  just  one  date  in  the  dime 
or  quarter  series  of  this  era.  The  twenty  cent  series  is  not  often  collected  or  studied 
but  an  example  of  this  short  series  is  required  for  every  type  collection. 


CLASSICAL  AMERICAN  COINS 

P.O.  Box  9516    •    Seattle,  Washington  98109 


A  Few  Scarce  Seated  Quarters 

1840-0      With  Drapery,  AU.  Beautifully  toned  over  original  surfaces  $445 

1848       1848/1848.  AU.  Dramatic  repunched  date  to  left.  Breen  #3974    365 

1864        AU.  Well  struck  with  old  time  cabinet  toning   395 

1866        With  Motto.  Ch.  AU-58.  Original  surfaces  with  a  crisp  strike   725 

1872-CC     G/AG.  No  problems,  just  honest  wear   190 

1877-CC     AU.  Excellent  strike,  luster  and  color  for  the  grade   215 


All  coins  are  graded  by  a  strict  adherence  to  ANA  standards  and  come 
with  a  two  week  return  privilege.  The  above  offerings  are  as  problem  free 
for  their  grades  as  humanly  possible.  I  am  always  interested  in  obtaining 
Seated  material  in  like  condition.  Please  let  me  make  an  offer.  Want  lists 
actively  serviced. 

Bob  Everett     •     LSCC  #440 

Telephone  (206)  285-2961    Until  11:00  p.m. 
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Premium  Quality  Collector  Coins 


HALF  DIMES 

1844-0     G-4,  a  little  soft  at  rim  near  UNITED,  Breen  #3036  $73 

1854       NGC-62,  V-2a,  mostly  brilliant  with  heavily  clashed  dies   249 

1860       PCGS-62,  V-1,  mottled  toning   165 

1860       PCGS-62,  V-2,  seagreen  sunburnt  toning   170 

1870        PCGS-62,  a  better  date,  lively  color   200 

DIMES 

1841-0      NGC-55,  Breen  #3238,  Small  o,  slightest  cabinet  friction, 

configurations  of  dusty  rose  &  seagreen  over  smooth  surfaces  $475 

1875        Pleasing  VF-XF   10 

1877-S      AU-55,  Small  s  mintmark,  flashy   55 

1882       PCGS-62,  Breen  #3422,  repunched  2,  radiant  antique  look   160 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-CC     F-VF,  lilac  color  $75 

1875-S     Good+,  filled  S  variety   36 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1843        Mark  free  XF-40  $70 

1844-0     Dark  G-4  with  reverse  scratches   10 

1854        XF-40   80 

1855-0     Nice  VF-20,  two  obverse  scratches  well  hidden  under  dark  toning   20 

1860        VG-8   20 

1860  PCGS-61,  Premium  quality  better  date,  Beistle-2B,  brilliant  with 

electric  blue  sunburst  orange  over  clean  surfaces   589 

1861  AU-50,  brilliant  with  seagreen  and  black  rims   129 

1871-S      VG-8   17 

1872  XF-40,  partial  drapery   65 

1873  VG-8,  Closed  3   25 

1874  Fine-12   30 

1877        VG-8   17 

Please  call  to  reserve  coins.  14-day  return  privilege.  Layaway  plan  avail- 
able. Please  add  $2.50  for  postage  and  handling.  Massachusetts  residents 
add  5%  sales  tax 

Essex  North  Rare  Coins   •    LSCC  #7206 

P.O.  Box  6303   •    Haverhill,  MA  01831 
Telephone  (508)  521-2054 
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BETTER  DATES  #24 

Here  is  a  partial  listing  of  my  new  material,  with  many  coins  left  out.  If  you  don't  see  what  you 
need,  just  ask!  I  probably  have  it.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 


HALF  DIMES 

1864  G,  many  small  nicks,  full  detail  $120 

1865  G-VG,  bent  &  straightened   120 

DIMES 

1838  Sm.  Stars,  XF-AU,  a  few  small  nicks  .$110 

1838       XF,  lustrous,  light  album  toning   50 

1840-0     Large  0,  VF,  old  cleaning   60 

1842       XF,  A-3,  obverse  cud,  original   50 

1842-0     F-VF,  Small  o   23 

1850-  0     VF,  Micro  o,  original   40 

1851       VF-XF,  original   17 

1851-  0     VF-XF,  old  cleaning   60 

1853-0     Arrows,  XF,  old  cleaning   70 

1859-0     VF,  totally  original   30 

1859-  S     VF,  light  roughness   95 

1860  VF-XF,  original  toning   20 

1860-  S     VG-F,  obverse  mark,  retoned    22 

1861  VF,  obverse  of  1860   17 

1861        XF,  original  toning   28 

1863-S  VF,  original,  a  few  small  marks  30 

1865-S     F+,  weak  mint  mark   40 

1865-S     VF-XF,  bent    15 

1868  Choice  VF,  old  cleaning   30 

1868-S  XF,  old  cleaning,  some  original 

color   115 

1869  F-VF,  deeply  toned    26 

1871       XF,  weak  head,  original    25 

1872-  S      F-VF   50 

1873        NA,  F-VF,  Open  3,  old  cleaning   35 

1873        NA,  VF,  Closed  3,  original    17 

1873-  S     F   22 

1875-CC  Choice  XF,  mintmark  in  wreath  27 

1877-CC  XF-AU,  Type  1  rev,  light  cleaning  —  25 

1877-S     VF-XF   14 

1880       F-VF,  a  few  scratches   115 

QUARTERS 

1839 
1842-0 
1842-0 

1843 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1864 
1869 
1872-S 
1891-0 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1840-0     VF,  Micro  o   $70 

1842  Medium  Date,  XF,  original   90 

1843  Choice  XF,  spider  cracked  reverse, 
cleaned,  retoned   80 

1843-0     XF,  original    80 

1845-0     ND,  AU,  original  toning   160 

1847-  0     VF,  die  breaks  through  date   40 

1848-  0     AU,  light  toning  in  fields   160 

1849       9/9,  VF,  old  light  cleaning    66 

1849       Choice  XF,  deep  orig,  tone   150 

1850-0     VF,  repunched  mintmark   65 

1859-S     XF-AU,  cleaned,  lustrous   140 

1861-0     VF,  old  cleaning   50 

1862       Choice  AU,  lightly  polished   200 

1863-S     XF,  light  original  toning   70 

1867  XF,  cleaned,  retoned   100 

1868  G-VG,  original  toning   30 

1868-S     XF-AU,  original  toning,  sharp   110 

1869  XF-AU,  once  dipped,  lustrous   100 

1870  VF-XF.  old  cleaning   55 

1872  Choice  AU,  circ.  proof   160 

1872-S     Choice  XF,  original   200 

1873  NA,  VF,  Closed  3,  original    60 

1874-  S     XF,  original  toning   225 

1875-  CC    AU,  light  golden  toning   200 

1876-  CC    Choice  AU    225 

1879  XF,  lightly  toned    320 

1880  G,  full  rims,  original   160 

1881  VG-F,  old  cleaning   190 

1883       VG,  a  few  marks   190 

1885       VG,  small  rim  nick   215 

1885       VG-F,  old  cleaning   250 

DOLLARS 

1845       VF,  small  rev.  planchet  flaw   $280 

XF-AU,  lustrous   240 

VF,  quite  baggy,  toned   275 

VG,  no  problems   165 

XF,  cleaned,  some  color   240 


1847 
1860 
1865 
1869 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1876-  CC    VF,  original   $130 

1877-  CC    VF-XF,  cleaned  retoned   210 


F,  a  nice  coin   $  24 

Small  Date,  AG    160 

Large  Date,  F-VF,  nice  album 

toning   30 

Choice  VF,  deep  album  toning   35 

VG-F,  original   13 

G/G-,  double  die  rev,  original   8 

G+,  nicely  toned   18 

Choice  VF,  original  &  sharp   125 

F+,  original,  choice   310 

F,  crude  plug  at  12  o'clock   200 

F,  original  toning   185 

All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage. 
14  Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  Holder. 
Layaway  and  Approval  Service  Available. 

Harry  E.  Smith    •    LSCC  #  566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone:  (415)  583-9908 
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An  1890  Dime  with  Four  Extra  Digits  in  the  Gown 

by 

Christopher  F.  Pilliod 

The  Liberty  Seated  dime  has  always  been  my  favorite  denomination  among 
Seated  coinage.  I  recently  reviewed  my  set  with  renewed  interest  in  the  hope  of  iden- 
tifying some  varieties  that  my  less  experienced  eye  had  missed  over  the  years.  I  didn't 
have  a  lot  of  high  expectations  but  what  I  found  far  exceeded  even  my  wildest  dreams. 

One  of  the  last  coins  that  I  examined  was  a  high  grade  1890  dime.  Upon  studying 
this  coin  I  found  what  appeared  to  be  the  top  of  a  0  punched  firmly  into  the  gown. 
Further  examination  revealed  the  tops  of  three  more  digits  to  the  left  of  the  first  extra 
digit  that  I  found.  This  variety  was  new  to  me  and  a  review  of  the  literature  revealed 
that  it  had  not  been  previously  listed  as  a  variety  in  the  series. 

It  is  my  feeling  that  the  digit  in  the  gown  that  is  the  furthest  to  the  right  is  the 
top  of  a  0. 1  believe  that  the  digit  just  to  the  left  of  this  is  the  top  of  a  9.  The  next  digit 
to  the  left  appears  to  be  the  top  of  an  8. 1  have  been  unable  to  identify  the  extra  digit 
farthest  to  the  left. 

I  am  unsure  of  the  rarity  of  this  variety  but  the  obverse  die  shows  a  moderate 
amount  of  wear.  There  is  a  die  crack  clearly  evident  that  runs  from  the  second  A 
in  AMERICA  down  to  the  foot.  Evidently  quite  a  number  of  pieces  were  made  from 
this  die  before  my  specimen  was  struck. 


1890  Dime  with  Extra  Digits  in  Gown 
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This  is  a  bizarre  variety  with  multiple  extra  digits  in  the  gown  and  well  worth  the 
search  for  it.  Study  of  other  specimens  of  this  date  will  help  determine  the  rarity  of 
this  new  and  interesting  variety. 


1890  dime  with  Die  Crack  from  Second  A  in  AMERICA 


RELAX 


■  As  a  hobby,  numismatics  provides  an  enjoyable  escape  from 
the  stress  of  daily  life. 

■  Dealing  with  a  coin  company  shouldn't  conflict  with  that. 

■  At  J.J.  Teaparty,  we  make  your  collecting  a  pleasure. 

J.J.  Teaparty 

51  Bromfield  St.  •  Boston,  MA  02108  •  (800)343-6412  (617)482-2398 
Ed  Leventhal  PNG  #255  ANA  LM#654 
Committed  to  the  Fine  Art  of  Numismatics 
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An  1876  Philadelphia  Trade  Dollar  with  a  Type  II  Obverse 

by 

Carl  L.  Martin 


On  page  468  of  his  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins,  Walter  Breen  specu- 
lates that  the  1876  Trade  Dollar  from  the  Philadelphia  mint  may  exist  with  a  Type  II 
obverse  and  a  Type  II  reverse.  Since  the  1876-S  Trade  Dollar  exists  with  a  Type  II 
obverse,  it  is  certainly  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  Philadelphia  mint  used  a  Type 
II  obverse  in  production  before  sending  one  or  more  of  the  new  obverses  to  a  branch 
mint. 

I  wish  to  report  that  an  1876  Philadelphia  Trade  dollar  with  a  Type  II  obverse  sur- 
faced at  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Greenwich  Collection  auction  in  January  1991. 
Lot  #1845  of  this  catalogue  is  described  as  follows: 

1876  MS-63.  Type  II  obverse  and  reverse.  Pale  gold,  green,  and  sky 
blue  toning  highlights  radiate  warmly  from  lustrous  and  well  struck 
surfaces.  A  candidate  for  a  high-grade  type  set. 

Fortunately,  the  lot  was  accompanied  by  a  clear  photograph.  The  obverse  is  def- 
initely a  Type  II.  But  the  coin  sold  for  $990  including  the  buyer's  fee.  This  rare  die 
combination  was  either  not  recognized  by  those  bidding  on  the  Trade  Dollar  lots  or 
it  commanded  no  premium. 


1878  HALF  DOLLAR 

PCGS  MS-60.  Looks  much  nicer. 
Very  scarce 
only  19  graded  in  UNC  


$500 


1862  DOLLAR 

PCGS  MS-62.  Gray  toning  with 
a  touch  of  blue.  Rare, 
only  4  graded  higher  


$7000 


ROBERT  WILLARD 
Miami,  Florida 
Telephone  (305)758-8078 


35 


A  Fourth  Variety  of  the  1865-S  Dime 

by 

Brian  Greer 

John  McCloskey  presented  descriptions  for  three  die  varieties  of  the  1865-S  dime 
in  Issue  #45  of  the  Journal.  An  example  of  the  fourth  variety  of  this  date  is  pictured 
below.  This  new  variety  will  be  designated  as  1865-S  A-4.  The  description  for  this 
variety  is  as  follows:  1865-S  A-4.  Level  high  date.  Each  digit  of  the  date  is  nearly 
centered  over  a  denticle.  The  left  edge  of  the  digit  1  is  under  the  8th  stripe  in  the 
obverse  shield.  There  is  repunching  in  the  date  beneath  the  1,  to  the  lower  left  of 
the  6  and  above  the  flag  of  the  5.  This  repunching  is  very  minor  and  may  not  show 
on  some  examples.  The  reverse  appears  to  match  that  of  the  A-2  variety  of  this  date 
with  a  small  thin  s  mintmark  located  slightly  closer  to  the  right  ribbon. 

At  a  glance  this  new  A-4  variety  looks  quite  similar  to  the  A-2  variety.  However, 
on  the  A-2  variety  the  digits  in  the  date  are  centered  over  the  gaps  between  denti- 
cles. Another  difference  that  may  be  diagnostic  is  the  very  weak  legend  that  is  seen 
on  the  A-2  variety.  My  example  of  the  A-2  variety  would  grade  a  solid  VF  but  the 
legend  is  quite  weak  with  the  words  OF  AMERICA  barely  visible.  The  legend  on  my 
A-4  variety  is  bold  and  clearly  defined.  In  fact  this  variety  is  well  struck  overall  for 
a  San  Francisco  dime  of  this  era. 


It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  high  date,  bold  strike  and  weak  mintmark  make 
this  variety  even  more  difficult  to  distinguish  from  an  1865  Philadelphia  dime.  Col- 
lectors seeking  the  1865  Philadelphia  rarity  should  be  careful  not  to  purchase  a  San 
Francisco  specimen  with  a  weak  mintmark. 

Of  the  four  varieties  of  the  1865-S  dime,  the  A-1  variety  is  by  far  the  most  com- 
mon. I  am  not  prepared  to  rank  the  other  three  varieties  but  I  do  feel  that  they  can 
each  be  considered  at  least  scarce.  I  have  seen  at  least  two  examples  of  each  vari- 
ety which  suggests  that  all  three  would  be  available  to  the  interested  collector. 

I  would  like  to  thank  LSCC  member  Bill  Bugert  for  the  excellent  pictures  that  he 
took  of  my  1865-S  dime.  It  was  not  until  we  viewed  his  pictures  that  the  repunching 
on  the  flag  of  the  5  was  detected.  Further  examination  by  Bill  under  his  microscope 
also  revealed  the  repunching  on  the  1  and  6. 


Liberty  Seated  Coin  Sale 
All  coins  guaranteed  to  be  at  least  100  years  old. 


HALF  DIMES 

1838-0    VG,  slightly  bent   $35 

1853      NA.VG+,  nice   35 

DIMES 

1840      XF-AU,  chinwhiskers  variety   $35 

1872-CC  Original  VG+,  full  LIBERTY    460 

1875-  S  AU,  mintmark  in  wreath,  nice    80 

1876-  CC  Fine   10 

1876-CC  Double  Die  obverse,  VF-XF   125 

1884-S    VG,  scarce   25 

1887-S    XF   30 

QUARTERS 

1844  Nice  F+,  scarce   $40 

1844-0    F-VF    40 

1849      Fine   40 

1855-S    VG,  original    40 

1855-S    Fine,  scarce,  original   75 

1857-S    Fine,  scratch  in  obverse  field   80 

1872      VG,  scarce   30 

1890      Fine+,  original!   65 

HALVES 

1845  Original  VF-XF   $140 

1852-0    Nice  F+,  scarce   140 


Terms:  Add  $3  postage  on  all  orders.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 
Full  two  week  return  privilege.  I  will  consider  trades  for  other  coins. 

RON  FEUER  •  LSCC  #775 

1006  Fairfield  Dr.        Gastonia,  North  Carolina  28054 
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—  WANTED  — 

PROOF  COINAGE 

of 

1856 

I  would  like  to  purchase 
and/or  survey  surviving  proof 
coinage  of  1856  excluding  Flying 
Eagle  cents. 

All  correspondence  will  be 
kept  confidential.  References 
available  upon  request. 

JOEY  LAMONTE 
P.O.  Box  786 
Ponchatoula,  Louisiana  70454 
Telephone  (504)386-6666 
(Wed.  thru  Sun.) 
FAX  (504)  386-9769 

Member  ANA,  LSCC,  NCCA 
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The  ANS  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Collection 

by 

John  McCloskey 


In  the  fall  of  1988  I  spent  several  days  at  the  offices  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  in  New  York  City  studying  early  United  States  coins.  At  the  time  I  was  work- 
ing on  the  slide  program  for  the  Gold  Conference  that  was  to  take  place  in  the  fall 
of  1989.  One  afternoon  I  had  some  extra  time  and  I  used  this  opportunity  to  make 
a  listing  of  the  Seated  dimes  in  the  ANS  collection.  The  following  list  has  been  pre- 
pared to  help  inform  collectors  of  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  this  reference 
collection  and  to  provide  an  accurate  listing  of  the  dates  and  varieties  held  by  the 
ANS.  In  a  recent  conversation  with  John  Kleeberg  of  the  ANS  staff,  I  was  informed 
that  there  were  only  two  significant  additions  to  the  Seated  dime  collection  since 
my  visit  in  1988.  Byron  White  donated  a  collection  of  modern  fakes  and  contempor- 
ary counterfeits  in  1989  and  Allen  Lovejoy  donated  10  pieces  to  the  society  following 
the  sale  of  his  dime  collection  in  1990.  None  of  the  pieces  in  these  two  latest  groups 
are  included  in  the  listing  provided  below. 

The  strength  of  the  collection  lies  in  the  long  list  of  19th  century  proof  specimens 
from  the  Philadelphia  mint.  Most  of  these  are  beautiful  pieces  that  are  well  preserved 
and  certainly  the  highlight  of  the  collection.  The  weakness  in  the  collection  is  the 
absence  of  many  quality  specimens  from  the  branch  mints,  especially  those  from 
the  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  mints.  The  collection  clearly  reflects  the  lack  of 
interest  in  branch  mint  specimens  that  was  common  to  the  major  collections  before 
the  1950s.  With  the  lack  of  any  significant  reference  books  on  the  series  the  rarity 
of  many  of  the  branch  mint  issues  was  not  really  understood  until  recent  years. 

Whenever  possible  the  coins  have  been  identified  by  Ahwash  numbers.  While 
there  was  not  time  to  study  each  coin  in  detail,  those  pieces  which  were  easily  iden- 
tified by  Ahwash  number  were  so  designated.  The  shield  position  was  also  recorded 
for  most  of  the  pieces  in  the  collection.  The  shield  position  was  assigned  using  the 
definition  provided  in  the  Ahwash  reference  book  on  Seated  dimes.  That  is,  SP-7 
means  that  the  left  tip  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  in  the  date  is  below  the  7th  vertical 
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stripe  in  the  obverse  shield,  where  the  stripes  are  counted  from  the  left.  S5  refers 
to  a  characteristic  of  the  5th  star,  counting  from  the  left. 

The  numbers  assigned  to  the  individual  coins  are  provided  only  as  an  easy 
reference  to  individual  specimens  in  the  listing. 

THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY  COLLECTION 
United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
October  1988 


No. 

Date 

Condition 

Comments  &  Descriptions 

t 

1837 

MS-63 

A-1.  No  Stars,  Large  Date,  Doubled  7 

2. 

1837 

MS-60 

A-1,  No  Stars,  Large  Date,  Doubled  7 

3. 

1837 

MS-60 

A-2,  No  Stars,  Small  Date 

4. 

1838-0 

XF-40 

A-2,  No  Stars,  Large  0 

5. 

1838 

VG-10 

S5,  Doubled 

6. 

1838 

VG-10 

A-4,  bisecting  reverse  crack 

7. 

1838 

AU-50 

S1  repunched 

8. 

1838 

AU-50 

A-3,  die  break  over  M  in  DIME 

9. 

1839 

G-6 

10. 

1839-0 

XF-40 

Large  0 

11. 

1840 

XF-45 

No  Drapery,  Closed  Buds 

12. 

1840-0 

G-6 

No  Drapery,  Closed  Buds,  Large  0 

13. 

1841 

F-15 

SP-8 

14. 

1841-0 

VF-25 

SP-8,  Small  o,  Open  Buds 

15. 

1842 

Proof-60 

SP-8 

16. 

1842-0 

VG-8 

Medium  0 

17. 

1842-0 

G-6 

Medium  0 

18. 

1843 

XF-40 

A-2,  Doubled  Date,  SP-5 

19. 

1844 

XF-40 

A-1,  SP-5 

20. 

1845 

XF-40 

SP-5 

21. 

1845-0 

VF-25 

A-1,  SP-5 

22. 

1846 

XF-40 

A-1,  SP-6.5 

23. 

1847 

F-15 

A-3,  SP-4.5 

24. 

1848 

Proof-63 

A-1,  SP-6 

25. 

1849 

XF-45 

A-1,  SP-8 

40 


No. 

Date 

Condition 

Comments  &  Descriptions 

26. 

1849-0 

XF-45 

SP-7,  Small  o 

27. 

1849-0 

XF-40 

SP-7,  Large  0 

28. 

1850 

MS-60 

SP-6.5,  A-1 

29. 

1850 

XF-40 

SP-6.5,  A-1 

30. 

1850 

MS-62 

SP-6.5,  A-1 

31. 

1850-0 

F-15 

SP-5.  A-3,  Medium  0 

32. 

1851 

XF-45 

SP-4.5 

33. 

1851-0 

VG-8 

SP-4.5 

34. 

1852 

Proof-63 

SP-6 

35. 

1852-0 

XF-45 

SP-5,  A-1.  Large  0 

36. 

1853 

G-6 

No  Arrows 

37. 

1853 

XF-40 

SP-7,  Arrows,  Right  arrow  touches  upper  loop  of  3 

38. 

1853 

F-15 

SP-6.5,  A-5,  Arrows 

39. 

1853 

VG-8 

A-4,  Arrows 

40. 

1853 

XF-45 

A-5,  SP-6.5,  Arrows 

41. 

1853-0 

G-6 

A-1,  Large  0 

42. 

1854 

XF-40 

SP-5 

43. 

1854-0 

XF-45 

SP-6,  Large  0 

44. 

1855 

XF-45 

SP-6.5 

45. 

1856 

XF-45 

SP-8,  Large  Date 

46. 

1856 

Proof-60 

SP-8,  Small  Date 

47. 

1856-0 

VF-25 

SP-6.5,  A-2,  Large  0 

48. 

1857 

Proof-62 

SP-8.5 

49. 

1857-0 

AU-50 

SP-8,  Large  0 

50. 

1858 

Proof-63 

SP-8,  A-1,  die  scratch  from  M  to  rim 

51. 

1858-0 

G-4 

Large  0 

52. 

1858-S 

XF-40 

SP-8 

53. 

1859 

Proof-60 

SP-7,  A-1 

54. 

1859-0 

VG-10 

SP-8,  Large  0 
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No. 

Date 

Condition 

Comments  &  DescriDtions 

^rWI  1  II  1  IWI  ICO     W*    k'WwWl  1  yj  \  •  \J  1  1  J 

55. 

1860 

Proof-63 

SP-8,  A-1.  Tvoe  I  obverse 

56. 

1860 

MS-62 

SP-8  Tvoe  1  obverse 

w  ■       W«      ■  J  p  W     1  wwVwIww 

57. 

1861 

Proof-63 

■    ■  W  W  ■    W  w 

SP-8  5  Tvne  II  obverse 

vl      W.Wj     1  1  H  w     '*  UUVwIOw 

58. 

1861 

XF-45 

SP-8  5  Tvoe  II  obverse 

W  ■      V'Wj       Mr  wwWwIOw 

59. 

1861-S 

VF-25 

SP-9  Tvoe  1  obverse 

w  i      w  j  Mr 

60. 

1862 

Proof-62 

SP-8.5 

61. 

1863 

Proof-60 

SP-8.5 

62. 

1864 

Proof-63 

■     ■  W  W  ■      W  W 

SP-8 

63. 

1865 

Proof-63 

SP-8  5.  rusted  obverse  die 

w  ■        w  -  w,      I  W  W  k  W  W      W  W  ■  W  fl  w  w     u  ■  w 

64. 

1866 

Proof-63 

SP-8.5 

65. 

1867 

Proof-63 

1     ■  W  W  ■  WW 

SP-6  5  A-3  recut  date 

W  ■       WaWf     ■  ■    Wj     ■  W  W  M  I  WWftW 

66. 

1868 

Proof-60 

■    ■  w  w  1     w  w 

SP-7 

67. 

1869 

Proof-60 

■    1  W  W 1  WW 

SP-7 

68. 

1869-S 

VF-30 

SP-8 

69. 

1870 

Proof-60 

■    ■  w  w  i    %0  w 

SP-6.5.  broken  S 

70. 

1871 

Proof-60 

SP-6.5,  broken  S 

71. 

1872 

Proof-55 

■     I  W  W  ■  WW 

SP-7 

72. 

1873 

F-15 

No  Arrows  Closed  3,  SP-7 

■  W  w      ■    1  ■   •  W  V  V  W  i              f  W  W  W  W             •       V  1  v 

73. 

1873 

Proof-60 

No  Arrows.  Closed  3,  SP-8 

74. 

1873 

XF-45 

With  Arrows.  Open  3,  SP-8 

75. 

1873-S 

AU-55 

With  Arrows,  Open  3,  SP-8.5,  Small  Thin  s 

76 

1874 

Proof-62 

1    1  w  W  ■  w 

SP-7 

w  ■  I 

77 

1875 

■  VI  W 

Proof-63 

■    ■  W  W  I  WW 

SP-8 

78. 

1875 

G-4 

79. 

1875-CC 

VG-10 

Mintmark  within  wreath 

80. 

1875-S 

AU-55 

Mintmark  under  wreath,  Small  s,  SP-8 

0  I. 

10/0 

Prnnf.ftf 
r  ruui-oo 

Tvnp  1  rpvprcp  SP-8 
type  i  itvcioc,  ui  u 

82. 

1876-CC 

XF-45 

Type  1  reverse,  SP-8 

83. 

1876-S 

G-6 

Type  1  reverse 

84. 

1877 

Proof-60 

Type  2  reverse,  SP-8 
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No. 

Date 

Condition 

85. 

1877-CC 

MS-63 

86 

1R77.CC 

MS-63 

87 

U/. 

1877-S 

IU/  /  o 

MS-63 

IVIO)  uu 

88 

1878 

IU/  u 

Prnnf-80 

r  iuui  uu 

8Q 
u  j. 

1878-CC 

IU/  U  uu 

XF-40 

Al  *tU 

90 

1879 

I Ui  j 

Prnnf-fif) 
r iuui  uu 

91 

1880 

IUUU 

Prnnf-63 
riuui  uu 

92 

1881 

IUU  1 

Prnnf-63 
ri uui  uu 

ou. 

1882 

riuui  uu 

94 

1883 

IUUU 

Prnnf-63 

■  IUUI  uu 

95 

1883 

IUUU 

G-4 

96 

1884 

IUUH 

r iuui  uu 

97 

1884-S 

XF-40 

/vi  *tu 

98 

1885 

Prnnf-fifl 
r i  uui  uu 

99 

1886 

Prnnf-fifl 

f  IUUI  uu 

100 

1887 

MS-63 

lilu)  UU 

101. 

1887 

VG-8 

■  VI  u 

102. 

1887-S 

MS-60 

II lw  UU 

103. 

1888 

■  u  w 

Pmnf-60 

1  IUUI  UU 

104. 

1888-S 

G-4 

105. 

1889 

Proof-60 

1  IUUI  uu 

106. 

1889-S 

VF-25 

1fT7 

IU/. 

I03U 

Prnnf  K9 
riOOI-Dc 

108. 

1890-S 

XF-40 

109. 

1891 

Proof-62 

110. 

1891-0 

XF-40 

111. 

1891-S 

MS-60 

Comments  &  Descriptions 

Type  2  reverse,  SP-8,  die  crack  through  OF 
AMERICA 

Type  2  reverse,  SP-8 
Type  2  reverse,  SP-8 
Type  2  reverse,  SP-8 

Type  2  reverse,  A-3,  left  ribbon  end  gone. 

SP-8 

SP-6.5 

SP-6.5 

SP-7 

SP-8 

SP-7 

SP-7,  Small  s 

SP-6.5 

SP-7 

SP-8 

SP-6.5 

SP-8,  Medium  SI  Small  s 
SP-7 

SP-8 

SP-7,  Medium  S 
SP-6.5 

SP-7,  Medium  S 
SP-6,  Broken  1 
SP-7 

SP-7,  Medium  S 
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SEATED  DIME  DUPLICATES 


1839-  0    VF-20,  A-6,  early  die  state,  reverse  rim  nick  $29 

1840-  0    F-12,  A-2,  Medium  0,  problem  free   21 

1842-0    VF-20,  A-3,  shattered  reverse,  nice  example   35 

1842-0    VF-20,  Medium  0,  flat  head   14 

1845       VG-8,  A-3   4 

1848       EF-40,  A-1,  blue/gray  obverse  toning   60 

1850      VF-35.A-1,  problem  free   35 

1853      W/A,  V6-8,  A-6,  very  high  date,  course  cleaning   3 

1856      F-15,  Large  date,  dark  brown  toning   16 

1856      VG-10,  Small  date,  date  slopes  up,  nice   6 

1856-  0    G-6,  A-2,  56  recut  up   7 

1857-  0    F-15,  Medium  0,  problem  free   12 

1858      VF-20,  old  cleaning,  starting  to  retone   8 

1858      VF-20,  brown  toning,  obverse  mark  on  hip   8 

1859-0    VF-20,  Large  0,  gray  color,  cleaned  once   24 

1865-S     VG-10   28 

1872-S     F-12,  clean  surfaces   47 

1874       F-15,  a  few  tiny  reverse  marks,  still  nice   20 

1875-CC  AU-50,  mintmark  in  wreath,  a  few  minor  hairlines    38 

1877      VF-30,  Type  1  reverse,  small  mark  above  date   15 

1877       EF-40,  Type  2  reverse,  gray   17 

1877-S     F-12,  A-2    6 

1877-CC  VF-20,  Type  2  reverse,  problem  free   9 

1883      VF-20,  no  reeding   8 

1887       EF-40,  gray  color,  nice  coin   18 

1890-  S    F-15,  Medium  S,  nice   20 

1891-  0     F-12    5 


Wanted  for  My  Collection: 

1839-  0  A-1  and  A-5,  original  VF  or  better 

1840-  O  Large/Small  o,  original  XF  or  better 
1850-O  A-2,  XF  or  better 

1852  Recut  Date,  XF  or  better 

1856-0  Date  recut  down  varieties,  XF  or  better 

14-day  return  if  not  satisfied.  Prompt  refund  assured. 
ANA  grading.  Please  add  $2.00  postage  on  all  orders. 
Personal  checks  must  clear. 

GERRY  FORTIN    •    LSCC  #1054 

R1  Box  3409    •    Poland  Spring,  Maine  04274 
Telephone  (207)  998-2500 
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Another  Example  of  the 
1854-0  Shattered  Obverse  Dime  Discovered 

by 

Frank  Van  Valen 


I  recently  had  the  good  fortune  to  add  a  nice  example  of  the  1854-0  Shattered 
Obverse  dime  to  my  collection.  I  grade  the  coin  a  nice  VF-20  or  slightly  finer,  with 
strong  hair,  cap,  shield,  and  star  details  in  evidence.  The  reverse  is  also  sharp  for 
the  grade,  with  a  very  slight  cud  at  the  rim  from  7  o'clock  to  10  o'clock. 

I  found  this  coin  at  a  small  show  in  New  Hampshire,  and  knowing  the  scarcity 
of  the  variety,  I  willingly  counted  out  $19  and  added  it  to  my  own  collection.  It  was 
dipped  long  ago  and  has  since  naturally  retoned  to  shades  of  pale  blue  and  gray. 
For  the  record,  it  is  the  only  dipped  coin  in  my  Liberty  Seated  dime  collection,  but 
a  collector  has  to  be  flexible  once  in  a  while! 

I  have  shown  the  coin  to  Brian  Greer  and  Harry  Smith  and  they  both  agree  that 
it  is  a  nice  coin  for  the  grade.  They  felt  that  I  made  a  real  "find"  the  day  I  added 
this  piece  to  my  collection. 

This  interesting  variety  was  first  publicized  in  an  article  by  Al  Blythe  in  Issue  #29 
of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  and  reprinted  in  Collective  Volume  Number  Two.  My  exam- 
ple is  only  slightly  different  from  Blythe's,  with  a  more  pronounced  die  crack  visible 
above  the  top  most  point  of  the  7th  star.  From  there,  the  crack  progresses  clockwise 
through  Liberty's  head  details  and  the  8th  star,  Liberty's  cap  and  the  remaining 
stars.  It  then  goes  through  Liberty's  foot  and  the  date,  where  it  terminates  at  the  rim 
near  the  first  star.  Additionally,  the  die  crack  between  stars  11  and  12  connects  with 
the  rim  as  seen  on  the  discovery  piece.  The  reverse  of  my  coin  exhibits  less  of  the 
rim  cudding  that  is  illustrated  in  the  photos  of  the  discovery  piece.  But  my  coin  does 
exhibit  some  die  clashing  at  the  top  of  the  wreath,  where  an  impression  of  the  base 
of  the  rock  clearly  shows. 
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I  would  be  interested  to  know  just  how  many  examples  of  this  elusive  variety  exist 
and  the  Condition  Census  for  this  variety.  Perhaps  some  LSCC  members  will  write 
to  the  editor  with  this  information. 

Finally,  this  coin  is  proof  that  numismatic  finds  are  still  out  there  on  bourse  floors. 
Add  some  fun  to  your  hobby  and  get  out  to  those  local  shows;  you  never  know  what 
you  might  find! 

The  pictures  of  the  1854-0  dime  were  taken  by  Cathy  Dumont  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries. 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
BUY  -  SELL  -  TRADE 

Dennis  Garstang  •  LSCC  #481 
Box  K 
Belle,  Missouri  65013 
Telephone  (314)  364-5095  -  Evenings 


Collective  Volume  Number  Three  Now  Available 

I  expect  delivery  of  bound  copies  of  the  new  Collective  Volume  Number 
Three  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  within  a  few  days  of  the  release  of  this  issue 
of  the  Journal.  There  have  been  some  minor  delays  in  the  publication  of  the 
new  volume  because  of  a  heavy  work  load  at  the  bindery  but  the  work  in 
preparing  the  manuscript  for  publication  has  gone  very  well.  As  soon  as  the 
books  are  delivered  I  will  package  copies  for  those  individuals  who  have 
already  placed  their  orders  for  the  new  volume.  I  expect  that  it  will  take  a 
week  to  ten  days  before  the  more  than  300  books  already  sold  can  be  pre- 
pared for  mailing. 

Additional  copies  of  the  Third  Collective  Volume  are  now  available  for 
immediate  delivery  to  those  club  members  who  have  not  yet  placed  an  order. 
Individual  copies  of  the  volume  may  be  purchased  at  the  rate  of  $35  per 
book.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  and 
send  orders  to  John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC,  5718  King  Arthur  Dr.,  Ket- 
tering, Ohio  45429. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  1888-S  quarter  is  considered  to  be  rare  in  high  grade  mint  state  but  some 
collectors  appear  to  get  relative  rarity  confused  with  absolute  rarity  in  their  evalu- 
ation of  this  date.  I  truly  feel  that  the  1888-S  quarter  is  at  least  an  R-6  in  gem  MS-65 
or  better  condition  and  so  far  the  population  reports  support  this  contention.  My  point 
in  Issue  #49  of  the  Journal  was  to  show  that  only  three  gem  specimens  of  this  date 
had  been  slabbed  by  PCGS  and  to  illustrate  just  how  few  appearances  in  mint  state 
were  seen  when  compared  to  the  much  lower  mintage  issues  of  this  period  from 
the  Philadelphia  mint.  Nowhere  in  my  article  did  I  suggest  that  the  1888-S  quarter 
is  a  top  rarity  in  the  quarter  series  in  MS-60  or  better  condition.  Mr.  Campbell  should 
go  back  and  read  my  article  again,  this  time  more  carefully. 

When  I  say  something  is  rare,  I  mean  that  it  is  at  least  an  R-5  coin.  I  certainly 
believe  that  the  1888-S  quarter  in  MS-65  or  higher  is  rare!  Now  if  Jerry  disagrees 
and  says  it  is  no  better  than  an  R-4  in  MS-65,  then  we  have  a  fair  dispute.  I  can  live 
with  that.  Instead,  Jerry  wants  to  get  into  a  discussion  about  the  relative  rarity  of  the 
1888-S  quarter  in  UNC  in  comparison  with  the  whole  quarter  series.  This  is  an  en- 
tirely different  issue  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  points  made  in  my  article.  I  agree 
that  on  a  relative  basis  the  1888-S  quarter  in  MS-60  is  not  a  great  rarity  when  com- 
pared to  all  of  the  dates  in  the  quarter  series.  However,  I  never  intended  to  compare 
the  1888-S  quarter  to  all  of  the  dates  in  the  series.  Why  Jerry  insists  that  this  was 
my  intention  is  beyond  me. 

Please  let  me  clearly  restate  my  case:  My  purpose  in  Issue  #49  of  the  Journal 
was  to  show  that  the  1888-S  quarter  in  UNC  with  a  mintage  of  1,216,000  was  not 
saved  in  proportion  to  the  Philadelphia  issues  of  this  period  which  have  much  much 
smaller  mintages.  Since  the  1888-S  quarter  has  a  mintage  more  than  a  hundred  times 
larger  than  some  of  the  rare  Philadelphia  issues,  I  find  it  very  unusual  that  so  few 
specimens  were  saved  in  uncirculated  condition  and  I  wanted  to  share  this  infor- 
mation with  the  readers. 

In  his  article  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Journal,  Jerry  Campbell  says  that  I  came  to 
an  erroneous  conclusion  but  he  never  says  what  that  conclusion  is!  This  is  why  I 
feel  that  his  criticism  of  my  work  in  unjustified.  He  infers  that  I  carefully  chose  stat- 
istics to  deceive  the  readers.  This  was  certainly  not  the  case. 

Weimar  W.  White 
LSCC  #  660 


In  Issue  #50  of  the  Journal,  Jerry  Campbell  cirticized  Weimar  White's  article  on 
the  1888-S  quarter.  I  believe  that  Campbell  did  not  read  White's  article  very  carefully 
and  that  his  criticism  is  not  justified.  White  commented  on  the  rarity  of  gem  uncir- 
culated pieces.  Campbell  chose  to  ignore  that.  White  never  claimed  that  he  reviewed 
the  entire  series,  just  dates  within  a  few  years  of  1888.  How  is  that  misleading?  I  believe 
that  Campbell's  criticism  of  White's  work  is  unwarranted.  In  writing  articles  of  refu- 
tation, authors  should  be  sure  to  get  the  original  comments  straight.  Hopefully,  Mr. 
Campbell  will  realize  that  none  of  us  should  pronounce  that  we  have  "the  last  word" 
on  any  subject. 

John  Kroon 
LSCC  #  472 
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In  my  article  on  the  sale  of  the  Lovejoy  Collection  I  stated  that  the  1873-S  Small 
Thin  s  dime  was  not  published  as  a  variety  until  1985.  It  was  actually  the  Large  S 
and  its  descriptive  difference  to  the  Small  Thin  s  that  was  first  published  in  1985. 

I  would  also  like  to  comment  on  the  interesting  three  year  survey  on  Seated  dimes 
by  R.E.  Jones  published  in  Issue  #48  of  the  Journal.  Those  who  have  followed  Seated 
dimes  in  Coin  World  over  the  years  realize  that  this  survey  was  very  dramatically 
influenced  by  a  single  dealer  who  advertised  very  heavily  during  this  period.  This 
dealer  advertised  an  outstanding  inventory  of  key  and  semi  key  dates  in  the  series 
on  numerous  occasions.  In  many  cases  I  suspect  that  the  vast  majority  of  pieces 
listed  for  a  single  date  were  by  the  same  advertiser  and  that  the  number  of  different 
coins  in  these  cases  was  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  total  number  of  pieces  listed. 
For  example,  I  doubt  that  the  187  listings  for  the  1859-S  dime  were  represented  by 
more  than  30  different  coins.  Mr.  Jones  article,  however,  does  reveal  an  accurate 
listing  of  the  number  of  buying  opportunities  that  collectors  had  to  purchase  each 
date.  As  such,  I  found  the  article  to  be  both  interesting  and  valuable. 

Brian  Greer 
LSCC  #716 

The  article  on  the  1847  Doubled  Die  Reverse  quarter  by  Harry  Salyards  in  lssue# 
50  of  the  Journal  was  very  nice  but  it  was  incomplete.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
1847  quarter  with  the  Doubled  Die  Reverse  comes  with  two  different  obverses.  One 
obverse  has  the  1847/47  date  and  the  other  obverse  has  the  date  in  a  different  po- 
sition without  the  recutting  in  the  last  two  digits.  Check  all  1847  quarters  that  you 
find  and  with  a  little  luck  you  will  be  able  to  locate  the  Doubled  Die  Reverse  with 
both  1847  and  1847/47  obverses. 

Larry  Briggs 
LSCC  #255 


LSCC  Annual  Meeting 

The  18th  Annual  meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  100th  An- 
niversary Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  convention  will 
be  held  at  the  Rosemont  Exposition  Center  in  Chicago,  Illinois  from  August  13th 
through  August  18th,  1991.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  10:00  a.m. 
on  Thursday,  August  15th  in  Room  1  at  the  Exposition  Center.  Please  try  to  attend. 
There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the  results  of  this  year's  election  of  Officers,  an 
announcement  of  the  article  selected  as  the  best  to  appear  in  the  first  50  issues  of 
the  Journal,  and  announcement  of  the  article  selected  as  the  best  to  appear  in  the 
Journal  during  the  past  year,  a  short  business  meeting  and  an  opportunity  for  mem- 
bers to  exchange  information  on  Seated  coins. 

The  business  meeting  will  include  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  by  the 
club  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  setting  of  dues  for  the  next  club  year  and  a  discussion 
of  the  sales  figures  for  the  new  collective  volume.  Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  keep 
the  discussion  on  each  agenda  item  short  and  to  the  point  so  that  we  can  have  a 
brisk,  informative  and  productive  session. 

The  Editor 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □        DEALERD  COLLECTOR/DEALERD 

YOU  MAY  □     MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD       DIMES  □ 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARS □         DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATEDD 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  - 11.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $11.00  to: 

John  Kroon       •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change  your 
mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals  returned  to  us 
for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases, 
we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To 
avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  asisst  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change 
of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1891-0  Quarter  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited.  This  is 
your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf  of  the  members. 
Address  any  comments  to: 


John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


